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sense onle showing that the interests of the
employ' ers as well as the interests of the
employees have been considered. I have
no doubt that the Irrigation Bill will pass
this House on this occasion. It was
brought down very late last session, and
the Minister in charge of the Bill did not
even attend the conference, How, there-
fore, could he expect a reasonable com-
promise to be arrived at on the last night
of the session. I suppose that other mea-
sures will be introduced by the Govern-
wenst since the parliament of Western
Australia has finished its; sittings- at Fye-
mantle, and whatever those other measures
might he I hope they will be on mnoderatte
lines, and that the leader of the other
party will not be too much upset if we
fail to pas their meatsures.

Oii motion by Hon, T. H. Wilding.
debate adjourned.

JHoi-c wd wanted at 9.13 p.m.

leoislative Bsic'u Dip,
Iledau'sdaq, 0( 61 - ulgust, 1913'

Quc-tiols i'-welti-ed tiul.;r, Cost foir mcaeon
ronk4utiomm. Royalty paid,. Lv-et and
UtI1n1her of AIceve'r, ii edt -

11arb~our ian IOIvCItleu. Al -anay . -
5311w mry eNtenjqAm. Y!i1a[rinit';-KuiadiLLaiu
HI31. Au~.trua .

Railway rolling ack, Paymnent of duty -
Addlre- sie I 13-, 'IX11i d-re

lionl ? 2, What quanitity oi limber has
been so treated?~

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAiYS re-
plied : 1, (Cost of llowellisiag, 3s. 2d. per
100 super feet. 2. Quantity oif limber
treated to 30th1 June. 1913, 2,S30,332 saper
feet.

RoYalty Pa id,
Mr. GEORGE asked tIhe Minister for

Works: What is the total amount to 30th
Ju1ne, 1913, paid to the holders of the
powvellising process for royalty on timber
treated a12(1 used by the detmartment in
the construction of-(a.) the Port Hed-
land Railway; (b.) all other Slate rail-
ways.

The 21iNISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: f a.) Royalty paid on timber treated
for use i13 connection with Port Hledland
Railway to the 30th ilne. 19l3-U.,062
15S. 9d. (b.) Royalty paid on timber
treated for! use on all other Stalae railways
to the 30th June. 1913-C957 lus. 8d.

Cost and Number of Sleepersq nqed.

'Mr. GEORGE asked the Minister for
Works: 1, What was the Cost pier sleeper
apart from royalty of powellisin ' the
sleepers used in the construction d the
Port Bedlaud Railway? 2, Wrhat number
of sleepers were used in that railway-
(a.) powellised; (h.) not treated.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
dlied: 1, Sd. (eightpence) per sleeper.

POE 2, (a.) 220,395; (b.) 2,539. In adition,
P1n4,1000 sleepers; wore treated with several

33 th ler specifiCS against white ants.
334
336
.136
385
3SB

The SPEAKER,1 took the ('hair at 4.30
pa. aid rent! proayers.

QU-ESTIONS (,I)-- -POWETJLIS ED
TIMBER.

(o-st fo(r T Uago't Const rue/ion.

I;.ORGE askead the .11ijikir for
Railway-: 1, W hat has been the cost per
100 feel siiler-ar~art from royalty-to
the Ilaitwa '% Delpartuient of powellising
the timber for ivaon and car eanstrue-

QUEFSTION-HARBOrR IMPROVE-
MIENTS, ALBANY.

Mr. PRICE asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Have plan-z and specifications
providing for extein-ive harbour improve-
ments at Albany been prepared ? 2, Have
such plans and specifications, if any, been
considered by Cabinet ? 3, In view of the
fact that £.5,004) was placed on the Es;ti-
mates last year for harbour improvements
for Albany. will he indicate when sueli
work is likely to !be uonfnmenced]. 4. Has
hi- attention been drawn to the fact that
ertain interstate steamers, including- a

pen- steamer arriving- nest month. caninot
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use the town jetty owing to the shallow
water, and refrain from using the deep-
water jetty owing to its dilapidated condi-
tion ? 5, if so, will he cause early action
to be taken so that the necessary berthage
may be provided?~

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, A comprehensive report has been
furnished to the Government by the res-
ponsible officers. 2, The report is receiv-
ing- the consideration of the Government.
3, When a scheme has been adopted by the
Government the question of a start being
made wvith the work- will receive atten-
tion. 4. One of the inter-state companies
asked for certain information respecting
the port. and it was supplied. 5, In view
of the compirehiensive scheme mentioned
it i, not deemed advisable to undertake
any temporary work.

QUESTION-RAILWVAY EXTEN\SION.
YILLTMTNJNG-KONDININ.

Mr. BROUN asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Do the Government intend to
continue the extension of the Yillimining-
Kondinin line to serve the settlers east of
the Wiekepin-Merredin Railway? 2. If
so, when?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS re-
plied: 1, Yes. 2. As soon as the works
now under construction and others author-
ised by Parliament arc sufficiently ad-
vanced.

QUEST1ON-H.M.A.S. AUSTRALIA.
Mr. CARPENTER (without notice)

asked the Premier: Is the Government
aware whether the H1.M.A.S. "Australia,"
now on her way to these %vaters, is calling
at ally Western Australian port. [r not.
will the Government endeavour to maki)
arranaemeiits with the Federal authori-
ties for that warship to call, either at
Fremantle or Albany?

The PR E2IER replied: I have no
official informiation with regaird to the
Movement, of thle warship referred to, but
I wiill make inquiries and inform the hon.
member at a later stage.

QE ESTION-RAIJWAY ROLLING
STOCK, PAYMENT OF DUTY.

.Mr. GEORGE (without notice) asked
the Premier: Have the Government paid
any duty to the Commonwealth Customs
Department on the State importation of
rolling stock for the year 1912-13?

The PRE.%IIER replied: Yes.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Sixth Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.
Mr. GREEN (Kalgoorlie) : 1, in com-

mon with other members on this side of
the House, desire to congratulate the
Premier upon his having had the chance
of going abroad, and of having been able
to go to the financial eentre of the Em-
pire and rub shoulders with the commer-
cial magnates of the old world. It is
rather a remarkable thing that whilst we
are told in this Chamber that Labour men
are unsophisticated so far as financial
matters, are concerned, and in dealing
with business men and men of affairs,
wve find that Labour leaders on going
to the old country leave their mark on
leaders of the world's thought there. That
was the position with regard to the late
Prime Minister of the Commonwealth,
Mr. Andrew Fisher, and I am satisfied
from the reports which have appeared
in the newspapers and from what we have
heard here that the Premier of this State
also made a very favourable impression on
his recent visit to England. I have heard
it said that "Home-keeping youth have
ever homely wits," and I guarantee to
say that, considering the opportunity
Labour members as a rule have, their
position is Such that when they travel
and conic into contact with so-called U'ni-
varsity 1nven of P~olish they more than hold
their own. If a ma has worked his way
up in the world by hard labour and
readied the position of a member of
Parliament out of the ruck, that in itself
di.,tiurniishes him as a man of more than
ordinary grit. The question of the taking
ovri of the Perth trains was one of the,
actuall 'y accompllished facts carried out
by the Government since we last met, and

335



336 [ASSEMBLY.]

whatever criticism has been levelled from
the other side of the Chamber upon the
taking over of the Perth tramns, and upon
the futility of this policy, when wve come
to consider that it has had the approba-
tion of nearly all the people in the State,
there is not the slightest doubt that it
,will prove a wonderful asset so far as
the whole of the State is concerned in the
f uture. I do not contend that the Gov-
ernment should take over the .trams in
all the towns, at any rate for the pres-
ent, hut in the capital city where traffic
is to a large extent supplied not only
by the people living in the suburban
area;, but also by the people who come
from other parts of the State, the sys-
tern should be a national concern. We are
told in the Governor's Speech that the
Minister for Lands and Agriculture has
arranged--and it is a wise provision, I
think-that a million acres in the dry
areas shall be withheld from settlement,
and as one who has had considerable ex-
perience with farmers in the dry areas,
north of the Eastern goldfields l ine and
around Mferredin, I can say with the great-
est assurance that it is indeed a&wise pro-
vision. It is hardly too muchi to say that
a big proportion of the present unsatis-
factory state of the finances is entirely
dbe to the fact that this Government have
helped the farmer who has been placd
in those particular areais by the boom and
bust policy of the late Minister for Lands.
We have had to nurse the baby with re-
gard to that kind of settlement.

Mr. A. N. riesse: No fear.
M1r. GREEN: The hon. member for

Toodyay says "no fear," but he knows
as well as I do that a number of people
from the gold fields have gone ton those
areas and settled there uinder adverse
conditions.

Mr. Heitmaun: We are nursing the baby
without even getting the bornis.

11r. GIREEN: The agricultural imple-
ment works are proceeding apace. and
whilst there is a considerable amount of
criticism directed at this enterprise on the
part of the State, I think that our Gov-
ernment are very clear upon their line of
policy concerning State undertakings. We
take up this position, that Just as soon
as any implement or any of the necessities

of life, if it comes to that, are made a
source of profit and are used as pawns
in the game of this so-called great scheme
of finance, or even the people's food and
the necessities of life are bartered by
so-called financial magnates who control
trusts in) Australia, just ais soon wvill this
Government, at any rate, with the
limited means at its command, nation-
al ise industries of that character.
So we find they nationalised the agricul-
tural implement works, and as has been
stated, the catalogue price of these works
was £18,000 and the value placed upon
them by the expert was £.14,000, whilst
£8,500 was the price paid for them, When
we come to consider that as late as Feb-
ruary last £400 worth of plant was sold
for other purposes, and that since that
date the engine for the State brickworks
was secured from the plant not necessary
for the implement works, it goes to show
that the Government have acquired a very
good asset indeed. The Metropolitan
Water Supply and the Gold fields Water
Scheme are now under the aegis of tlhe
M)inister for Works, and combined as they
are uinder one head, I am satisfied that
better wvorking of the whole scheme will
result. I have noted that recently the
water supply authorities have started the
creation of a second reservoir at Kal-
goorlie. so that in the event of any fail-
ure of the supply from the reservoir on
Mlount Charlotte, the goldfields population
will be assured of continuity of that neces-
sar comnmodity. There is one point, how-
ever, on which I will never cease to agi-
tate as long as I amn in this Chamber,
and that is that whilst we have one water
supply administration and the meters in
the metropolitan areas are not charged
for, yet in Kalgoorlie and Boulder the
householder is charged 10s. per annum.
We do not ask that this 10s. should be
entirely remitted, bitt we do contend that
additional water should he allowed for
that amount. It is not too much to ask,
it has been frequently brought before the
M1inister for Works, and I trust the time
is not far distant when this boon will be
granted. It does not involve a large
amount of revenue, but it disposes of the
objection to a vexatious tax upon a small
body of people. and a tax which is not

0
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imposed upon metropolitan consumers.
Members will agree with me that we
should have one line of policy for
the goldfields and the coast in matters
of this kind. Workers' homes are being
established, and I note that 56 mortgages
have been discharged, moing a total of
£14,950. There have been several applica-
tions from Kalgoorlie and Boulder for
assistance under the Act, and as a number
were refused, I wrote to the chairman of
the Workers' Homes Board to ascertain
the exact position of the board with re-
gard to the establishment of homes on the
goldields. I have received a reply in
writing that so far as the goldfields are
concerned, the members of the board con-
sider that there are enough homes there
and that the object of the board is to
build new homnes. With that policy I
entirely agree, but I contend that in some
instances where the security is undoubted
the goldfields people should have an op-
portunity of getting out of the hands of
the money lender who charges them an
exorbitant rate of interest.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: Are there undoubted
securities on the goldfields at the present
time3

Mr. GREEN: There are, and the
lion, member knowvs that. With re-
gard to the pr)osp~ects of the minl-
eral industry outlined in the Gov-
ernor's Speech, for the first time
in several years I am pleased to hear a
hopefuli note struck. The lion, member
for Pingeuy (M.%r. Harper), who has
secured a fair competence in this world
by methods peculiar to wealthy magnates
in the mining market, took upon himself
to say certain things against the goldfields
generally. 'This calamnit '. this mali
who used the goldficlds as a ladder
to raise himself and then kicked the
ladder from under him, showed base in-
gratitude, but at any rate he will not have
an opportunity this session to cry stinking
fish so far the goldfields are concernied.
The prospects of the mineral industry are
encouraging indeed. There is a £22,000
increase to the end of M.%ay over the pro-
duction for the same period of last year.
and a £63,000 increase in the total value
of all minerals produced. and 1 must con-

gratulate the member for Collie on living
in a centre that showed an increase in its
coal output amounting to £E10.000 over
the same period of last year.

The Minister for 'Mines: Due to his ab-
sence.

Mr. GREEN: Not due to his absence,
but to the arrangement made by him with
the Minister for Railways before he left
the State, an arrangement which has had
a very beneficial effect, so far as the
Collie constituency is concerned. The
gold export for last year was worth
£6,302,419, and as usual it was more
than half of the value of the total export
of commodities from this State, and
whilst it may be wearying members to
repeat this time after time, it seems abso-
lutely necessary to do so in view of the
fact that other industries are held in the
public gaze altogether out of perspective
in compiarison with this wonderful indus-
try which has done so much for the
State and will continue to do much long
after the member for York (Mr. Monger),
the member for Mlurray-Wellington (M1r.
George), and I have gone to our last long
sleep. The wheat export for 1912-13 was
£671,276 in a year which is held by our
opponents to be a good year, yet that
amount is just over one-eighth of the
value of the gold export for last year.
The mining industry has produced
over £112,000,000 worth of minerals up to
date, which is equal to the amazing amount
of £356 for every man, woman, and child
in the State. And those gentlemen like
the member for York wvbo have never
seen the colour of gold outside a borrowed
half-sovervein I would recommend to
visit the office of the Minister for Mines
where they will see models of nuggets
being gathered together by the Mines
Department for a display in the exhibi-
tion at Genoa. They will see there a re-
presentation of Ihe "Bobby Dazzler''
which was discovered in 1889, and was a
fine nugget, the original we-ighing 487
ounces. and also one discovered in the
present year at Ruby Well, in the Peak
Hill Goldfields, and weighing 169 ounces.

Mr. Monger: That is in the Kalgoorlie
district, is it not?
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Mr. GREEN: The Kalgoorlie district
is responsible fur nearly half of the gold
yield of the State and of nearly one-
quarter of that for the whole of the Com-
monwealth. The -Minister for Mlines, is
to be congratulated on the way in which
he has helped the gold-mining- industry.
I frequently have reason to endleavour to

Qt little things in regard to the gold
mining industry about Kalgoorlie at-
tended to, with a certain amount of in-
different success at tines,

Hlon. W. C. Angwvin (Honorary 2lin-
ister) :You mean the !zold about Boulder.

1Ir. GREEN :The member for North-
East Fremantle. who is essentially of a
parochial mindl, thinks by trying to play
off Boulder against Kalgoorlie he will
raise my ire, but the people of the gold-
fields are solid on everything they go
for, even to voting on the referen-
dum. The Minister for Mines has spent
£9,000 in remodelling and fixing up old
batteries. This is a legacy from the hon.
gentleman who has now a seat in the Fed-
eral Parliament, and who was contin-
ously scrapped in this State and will no
doubat find his level in dlue course
amongst the Federal people. To give
an illustration of how this gentle-
ln hin-led1 catters,. I need only
inform the House that the old
Mount Ida battery cost approximately
C11.000, and it has been necessary to build
a new one at a cost of only £2,029, and
yet the new battery has a greater capacity
than thle old one. There have been inm-
portant advances not only in Kalgoorlie
but in all the goldfields districts, and I
jprolose to enumerate some of them. Yii-
1rnhas put uip a record for the whole

ofisgold mining industry; Coolgardlie
has dlone better than at any time during-
the past six years; Black Range has put
uip a record; 'Meekatharra has established
a record for tonnage and is only eclipsed
in the actual yield of gold by one previous
year; whilst Collie was responsible for a
record coal output last year. Another
thing to be observed is that the p~resent
Minister for- Mines has adopted a new
policy in regard to the speed with which

public batteries are erected. It was a

common thing under the old regime to take
fromt six to seven months to erect a bat-
tery, and] that was because of the method
pursued by the Government. That method
was to start to erect the battery just as
soon as the first piece of machinery ar-
rived on the site. The method of the
present 2liiter is not to start to erect
a battery until the last nut or bolt is
placed on the ground. A caretaker is
placed in charge of the machinery as it
arrives, but the gang of men is not put
on the wvork until the whole of the maclh-
inery is on the ground. The result is that
the batteries are being erected at a record
pace, and the taxpayer's p~ocket is being
conserved in this direction. At Ora Bami-
da it took :35 days to erect the battery.
The Norsemani battery will take 30 days;
it was started on the 17th July, and will
be finished about the middle of this mothi.
Cheap water has been granted by the
.Ninister for the northern end of the fields
in the Kalgoorlie district and it has been
of c-onsiderable help in assisting the ]oir-
grade shows. And I want to take this
opportunity of thanking the M1inister for
grasping the situation and helping that
particular locality with cheap water. The
Minister, I find, has spent £140,000 in
mining development on all accounts, such
its ivater suppjlies, laying,, dowvn track. amid
roads, surveys, boring, erection of State
batteries and loans to small cdimpaime,
during the timei lie has been in office. lie
has established many water supplies in
mining districts. He established one at
Or, Banda at a cost of £'26,896, and one
which would not have been granted by
any other man holding the position of
Minister in this State, for he took a tre-
mendouis risk at the time. The population
when the water supply was agreed to was
a mere handful-somewhere about 1010.
Ilarvel Lo-ch has been given a water sup.
ply at a cost of £11,000, Mt. Jackson at
battery and water supply at a cost of
£11,000, Meekatharra £10,000; Mount Ida
£10,000, and new batteries are to replace
the old ones at Norseman, Meekatharra,
and Mount Ida. Twenty Mile Sandy and
Moolyella are not included in these refer-
ences. A new battery has been erected at
Payne's Fin'd at a cost of £4,500, and new
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plants have heel] erected at 21leekatharra,
L4,UOO; Mount Egerton, £4,650; Ora Ban-
da. £3,030; Bamboo Creek, X.4,500; and
Mount Keith.£4,5U0. Eighit new batteries,
have been ap~proved of. Previctusly it took
six or eight months to erect a battery,
now it ontyA takes, four or live wveek,. Thle
Minisiter for Mines will have plenty of
material with1 whichl to attempt to convince
inetuters ot the Howue. Over four mail-
lions ha.4 bten obtained by gold recovery
in :3s batteries erecied for tu prospectors
in this State. All new plants are onl a
different bais from the plants that have
been scrapped. They are right up-to-date,
and they are tile last -word of their kind
in battery construction. Another matter
in the Governor's Speech is with regat-d
to the sanatorium, and I am very pleased
indeed that the Government are taking
stepsA to have a s-anatorium of the most up-
ta-date kind erected in this State for the
pool- fellows who lose their health in the
great mining- industry. When I recall
the number of miners I have known for
several years who ha~ve ha4l their health
broken by following uip the mining avoca-
tion, I feel inclined] to a-sk mnyself if the
game is really worth the candle. I was
in a restaurant the other day and met a
young(, fellowi of 23j with a frame on him
like a modern Hercules, and lie called mue
over to the table where he was sitting and
said, "Look here, I come from the fields;
I wvant a Word 'with You.*' He said "I am
suffering from mniners' complaint, and I
hare only six months to liic. I have lis-
tened to you Labour fellows on the plat-
forms at Kalgroorlie and Boulder, and I
have heard what you are going to do for
worn-out mniners. Two years have
gone by and not much has heen
done in that direction-' He went onl to
say, "I do not mention that for mysel!.
I have not long to go. We fellows do
not ask much up there. You do not have
us coming round whining for jobs"-and
may T say right here the worn-out miners
do not -whine around; as C7arlyle says,
"they burn their own smoke.'' They go
down into the grave in silence after
fig-htinLr and working like Trojans in the
mines. This is one industry 1 am closely
intimante with. The workers on the

fields are "'all out'' and they are work--
i ng for all they are worth. These

i after a few years in the industry
- her' have Worked so hard. under poor
conditions that they are hardly fit for
anyI thing else. The member for Toodyay,
if lie wished to speak, c-ould tell you that
hie had met many fellows who have gone
on the laud Who Were not previously
acquainted with that industry. They have
buried themselves in the hush to get away
fromt the actual Lacing of death.

Mr. A. N. Piesse: Some have heen
cured.

Mr. GREEN: If some bare been cured
it is hecaumse they have gone to the agri-
cultural districts When they- were in the
first stages. Unfortunately the men Work-
Ig inl time mining, industry are like men
in other industries, they are wvorking in
a croove, and it is very hard to get out
of that groove. Most of the miners work
in the industry until they realise that
they have become hopeless wrecks. But
to resuime my story; this man said, "As
far as the other workers onl the fields are
concerned I want you to do your very
best, in common with others. We sent
you there to help us. We know you are
a refojmer"-and let me say that I am
proad that I am a socialist, that is my.-
objective as a Labour man. This man
said, "What we want you to do is to
improve our conditions so that our wives
and children will hare their fathers saved
to themn for years to come." T acknow-
ledge that the great gold mining industry
has done a lot for the State:. it is an
industry which has paid 221/2 millions of
money. in dividends. mostly to persons
living beyond our shores, and members
on b)oth sides should see that our fellow-
Australians shoud aet better conditions,
so that this dreaded disease could he
staved off. 4We find from Dr. Camp-
-ton's report-this is no mere lplay of
words, Dr. Cninpston 's- report was issued
in 1010-in Table .5 he states that ordin-
ary lung diseases show a total percentage
out of all diseases amiongr people engaged
in industries other than mining of 23.73
per cent.; of those working in mines; it
shows a total of 38.52 per cent., or an
increase of 50 per cent. That is to show
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that every man who engages in the mining
inidustry and goes below has a 50 per
cent. greater chance of contracting this
disease than other meni engaged in the
ordinary avocations of life outside. That
proves my contention that we as a Cham-
her should do something to pass reguila-
tions that wvill help the miller.

Air. Foley' : We did it last session, and
it wvent down in the slaughter house.

Air. GREEN: The sawmills have been
started. They are there to stay. The
members of the Opposition became frantic
because they say we are going to interfere
and compete and carry on questionable
enterprises in order to tight enterprises
in every walk of life. The intention of
this Government is not such. We are
going- to be kept busy, thoinil, in taking
our share and combatip everything of
a' trust-like character, and I am free to
say we fear that the timber industry has
been a trust in the past which has resolved
itself into one of an honourable under-
standing, so that the timber is 30 per
cent, dearer to-day than it was some
years ago. I want to tell bon. members
that T was engaged in the building trade
in Perth 18 years ago, and my wages then
-T worked for Tonm Mfoloy-were h1R.
a (lay and two drinks, and T 4jd not
neglect to collect tile drinks. T guiarantee
to say' the wages to-day' are ver 'y little
more than that. That is over a total
period of IS years.

Hon. W. C. Augwvin (Honorary Ilin-
ister) : What branch of the building
trade?

Mir, GREEN : Bricklaying.

Mr. Monger: What are bricklayers'
wages to-dayQ

31r. G REEN : Not much more. I think
you can get men to-day for 12s.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Alin-
ister) : Thirteen or fourteen shillin1gs.

Mr. GREEN: We were underpaid at
tllat time. The wage system was really
only' beginning to come into practice in
the State a little before that time.
The system of indented labour in
an unmentionable way, which had
been carried on since the foundation
of the State was in progress. until
the wage svstem was inauguerated, and

before I caine into the State men had
to go out to work for 2s. 6id. a day. But
men came from the Eastern States and
dug up the ground here and showed to
the wondering eyes of the member for
York and other natives that there was
gold here. I had a conversation with an
expert in timber some time ago with
regard to State sawmills, and this expert
had worked for some time, recently too,
in the timber mills of the western coast
of America. and le told mne the State
sawmlills as fitted up are right up-
to-date. and quite ns up-to-date as
the most muodern American sawmill, so
I hlave everything to hope froml tile re-
stilts; as far as the State sawmills are con-
cerned. The Government. too, are start-
ing State hrickworks. I am pleased to
say T have a personal knowledge of the
manager of the State brickworks, Air.
Bradshaw, who was the man under whom
I laid my first brick in Victoria many
years ago. Air. Bradshaw at one time
was manager of the Hoffman brick-
yards in Victoria, and at that time
it was one of the largest brick-
yards in the Southern Hemisphere.
He knows his bunsiness froml A to Z. He
is not only an engineer but he is right
at the head of his craft. He was the chief
engineer on the Golden Horseshoe a11( re-
taiined that position for 14 years. He
could have that position to-day were it
not for the fact that he decided to take up
duty in connection with the State brick-
works. The Minister for Works, is satis-
fled that in AMr. Bradsllaw lie has a man
thoroughly tip to the game.

Mr. Heitinann: One of the best in Arts-
Iralia.

.%r. 6-BEEN: T may tell lion, mem-
hers on the other side that if Mr.
Bradshaw votes anything, lie votes Liberal,
but he has not particularly biassed diews,
I am saying this because I am sure that
if Air. Bradshaw had been a Labour man,
we would have had the old cr 'y of "spoils
to the victors" raised. There was some
difficulty fin securing the site for the
brickworks. The officer examined several
p~ieces of ground and came to the conclu-
sion that the present site was the finest of
its kind in close proximity to Perth for
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briekrnakiiig purposes. he began to nego-
tiate with the owner of die land (Mr.
Clifton) through the Minister for Works;
-tle price was somewhere about £S per
acre, but it was not known what the site
was going- to be used for exactly. Mr.
Clifton, however, began to smell a rat, and
thought lie would be able to coerce the
Government by putting it into the bands
of Messrs. Coles & Coles, wvho call them-
selves "opportunity agents," and who have
their habitat in a building opposite to the
Police Court in Roe-street. Directly Coles
& Coles got control of the business, the
price asked of the Government was £20
per acre, although for agricultural pur-
poses it would not grow a carrot, and was
worth practically nothing. They tried to
squeeze the Government for £20 an acre.
In dealing with the 31inister for Works,
however, they reckoned without their host.
The Mfinister for Works stood firm. They
tried to make several other conditions;
they wanted the right of access to the
railway siding which the Government was
going to put in; they wanted a strip of
land reserved in the first instance that
would have prevented the Government put-
ting in the siding, and altogether the sir-
roundings were, as the leader of the Op-
position would say, very suspicious in re-
gardI to the acqluirement of this land.
roles & Coles. however, had to come down
to earth, and the land was disposed of
for £8 an acre. Coles & Coles have risen
to their title of "opportunity agents," and
have issued a circular which sets forth the
terms on which land in the locality is to
be disposed of. It refers to the site as
"Hlytheswood Park Estate, the new model
industrial citvy'" and states that the price
to-day is £C20 per block uip to an acre.
I commend the way in which these agents
have endeavoured to make good, at the
Government's expense, knowing that the
Government are going to make a success of
this. --reat State enterprise. There is
even' promise that it will be a wonderful
success, when we consider what has been
done under State ownership in New South
Wales. A Royal Commiission was formned
there to inquire into the cost of the pro-
duction of bricks. Several bon. entle-
men in the busineqs tendered evidence
before the Royal Commission and swore

on a stack of bibles that bricks cost any-
thing up to £2 5s. per 1,000 to make, and
that they were getting only 2s. 6d. per
1,000 profit, The New South Wales Gov-
ernment stepped into the breach and has
been making bricks at 22s. per 1,000-
that was the price when I was over there.
But the bon. member for Williams-Narro-
gill (Mr. E. B. Johnston) may be able to
give us some later statistics, showing even
that small cost has been reduced. Mr.
Bradshaw hopes to make bricks for the
Western Australian Government at 25s.
per 1,000. The present cost of wire-cuts,
the poorest class of brick, is £3 per thou-
sand delivered and £2 7s. 6d. at the
kiln. Among the Bills that are going to
be presented by the Government this ses-
sion is one dealing wvith Constitutional
Reform. If it is the intention of the
Government to bring in a proportional
representation scheme, I see in such a
scheme a certain amount of risk in regard
to my own seat, and I have not the slight-
est doubt that the hon. memnber for Han-
nans (Mr. Munsie) and possibly the hon.
member for Coolgardie (Mr. Meflowall)
would also be scratching for their places.
In spite of that I believe that proportional
representation is certainly fair, and I be-
lieve it is only tinder a system of that kind
that we can prevent a gerrymandering
scheme, if it is left for any Liberal Gov-
ernment who might succeed to office after
us. It is a very difficult matter to explain
anything of the character of a scheme of
proportional representation without the
aid of a blackboard. Tljere is only one
way to get a grip of the question, and
that is to read literature on the subject for
one's self.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Mini-
ster) : Everyone has a different scheme.

Mr. GREEN: In proportional repre-
sentation you can have the single transfer-
able vote. I myself am in fnvour or the
Belgian list system. It is one that ap-
peals to me as set forth in Mr. Hum-
phreys' well-known book and provides for
parties. I think we want to recognise now
that the time of the independent has gone
in Australia.

Mr. Munsie: Under the present system
it is. but not tinder proportional repre-
sentation.
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3Ir. GREEN: It will be under propor-
tional representation. When we find that
a manl like Sir Josiah Symnon, undoubtedly
one of the finest and brainiest men in
Australia, lost his seat as an independent,
it fairly shows that the time for the inde-
pendent in politics is past. We have got
to get into holts as respective parties.
each believing in his own political faith.
I notice that the Irrigation Bill is also
going to be brought forward again by the
Government. I may say, after thle way
members, of the Opposition hav-e been eii-
ticised by their own friends in regard to
their attitude on the last Irrigation Bill
of the Grove'nmeiit. fhat their opposition
should he very small, and I hope that the
Upper House will let us pass thle measure.
The p)ropos),ed amendment of the Factories
Act nmust commend itself to all member~s
of this; side of the Chamber. I do not put
myself in any position of false security
by imagininaz that members of the Oi-posi-
tioii are not going- to ighit this measure.
as they and their class have fought such
proposals, in the past. The initiative and
referendumn are subjects; that must COM-
mend themselves to all democrats. The
principle has been accepted ini the United
States of America and is a part of the
laws of the repiuhlic of Switzerland, and
will, T trut, at an early date he instituted
in thlis State to give the people a direct
chance of having their views heard. I
notice that a Local Government ill is to
be placed before this Hourse and I trust
that in it there will he provision for the
abolition of iolural rot ing in municipal
elections;. The adult franchise should oh-
tain there the same as it doe-; for the
Legislative Assembly. I know there are
several good irguments flhat can be ad-
vanecd against that.

Hon. W. C. .Angwin (Honorary 'Minis-
ter) : T have never heard them.

Mr. GTREEN : There are certain ar-
guments that can he advanced with a
ereat show of weight, but I want to say
that the further we extend the franchise,
the more it becomes patent to us that
the public can be absolutely entrusted
to rote on thle question of the Govern-
nment of this, country or any other ques-
tinn. It appears that the Public Works
Committee Bill is goinz to be brought

forward again, and I trust that members
of the Opposition will get evidence of
the magnificent results of the operation
of a similar measure in New South
'"'ales and Victoria and will assist to
place it on the statute-books of this
State. The hion. member for Hannans
(Mr. Munsie) has reminded mne that it
was a part of their platform before the
election, but I am not in a position to
state, any more than menmbers of the Op-
position themsgelves. are, wvhat is any par-
ticular part of their platform. Thle Es-
perance railway is also going to be
brought forward and I trust that the
bitterness, and might I say uinfairnes.
adopted by certain members of the Op-
position towards this measure will be
entirely' absent on this occasion, It
mnight be atlmost too mulch to hope, but I
want to say that that railway has been
surveyed for 11 years; thle people of the
goldfields have frequently asked for it
and indeed the withholding of this line
was one of tilie first reasons given to Her
late Majesty. why that portion of the
State shoald he separated from the rest
of Western Australia. There has been

abig div ision in the sympathies of the
goldflelds and those of the coast, and the
withholding of this railwa 'y has had a
great deal to do writh the cause of it. I
trust thint hon. members will get away
from the idea of ceat ralisation. 1 mnight
point out that according to the census
of' 1911 the populationi of the metropoli-
tani area, including- Freinantle, Perth,
and the dis;trict as far upl as Guildford,
was 923138, whereas the population
for the whole of the State was 294,133,
so boa. members -will see that the cen-
tralisation problem is beginning to ani-
feJ- itself in this State just as it has
been such a conspicuous prohlem in other
States of the vivilised world.

Mr, B. J. Stubbs: You cannot stop
it.

Mr. GREEN : There is a method, but
would the lion. member for Subiaco say
that a!; we cannot stop it we should close
every port in the State-Bunhury or
Oeraldton-in order that the ventralisa-
tion should he more pronounced ? Cen-
tralisation is not a bleqsinz, but I think
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it could be restrained in one direction,
and that is by giving each particular
district a inatural outlet at its nearest
port. We find that a third of the popu-
lation of this State is in the metropoli-
tan area, and yet we have a territory
which is half the size of the United
States of America. Such a position as
that should have given the hon. member
for Subiaco pause. There has been
abundant evidence in this Chamber to
convince any fair-minded man that the
necessity fo r the Esperance railway is
indeed very urgent. But there is an lion.
member in another place who has lately
made a visit do-wn there, and surely' his
evidence should carry some weight. I
ma ,- be permitted to read a few of the
concluding- remarks made in the report
,of the Colonial Secretary-

iAito~eether there are 53 new settlers
between the 65 and 30 miles, and] -with
their wives and families they total 101
persons. Already 9,000 acres have
been cleared ready for the plough,
and 2,000 acres rolled. Reference is
somnetimes made to the fewness of
seectors. The wonder is that there
are so many, with means to a. market
non-existent, and -with the cost of fer-
tilisers, machinery and goods so high
-carriage to the SO-mile costs £4 10s.
a ton and to Grass Patch over £7. To
sum up my impressions: There are
.4 miles of unsurpassablc soil with,
for thle most part, a risky rainfall, 62
miles of' good wheat growing land
wtith a rainfall which in view of the
4-limnte and the retentive qualities of
the sub-soil varies from satisfactory
over one-third, to excellent - over two-
thirds, and 30 'miles of second and
third-class land fed by a heavy rain-
fall, and dotted with fertile valleys
suitable for the growth of root crops.
On the wheat lands where proper
methods are fotlowved, the results are
gratifying, and where fallowing has
been tried the production has been in-
creased. WVater conservation is re-
mnoved from the ressioii of doubt. There
is room for 1,000 families in the agri-
cultural belt if its width is as repre-
s~ented by the official classifiers. Only

one obstacle to settlement presents it-
,Felf, and Parliament has the remedy.
With the provision of railway facili-
ties. I have no (loLubt the immense tract
would he quickly, peopled, and, reckon-
ing labour necessary for developmental
purposes, the rural population should
easily reach 5,000. To mie, after my
visit--

And I notice that the bitter opposition
from the member for lWT~q 1 1  (.1r. S.
Stubbs). for instance, and other inem-
bers, usually arises from members who
had never visited the district. The mem-
ber for Bunbury (11r. Thomas) who hias
somersaulted over the matter since hie
was in Kalgoorlie, admit-, that he hias
never been to the district. He was in
favou~r of thle Esperance railwvay when in
Kalgoorlie. However, I am not going
to press the point, so far as hie is con-
cerned. Bunbury is a parachial little
place, and he represents Bnnburv. This
is not a parochial matter; it is a national
work arid should have been undertaken
long ago. Then the Honorary M1inister
is in favour of it as a Cabinet proposi-
tion.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Minis-
ter) : I am in favour of increasing- Fre-
man tle, of course.

Mr. GREEN: Yes, of course, that goes
without saying. However, to resume the
remarks of the Colonial Secretary-

To me, after may visit, it appears de-
plorable that this great source of wvealth
should continue to be locked up, owing
largely, in my opinion, to the difficulty
of realising the true position and to
the unfortunate tendency of confusing
the Esperance railway proposition of
some years ago with the Esperance rail-
wvay proposition of to-day. Parliament
now knows only too wvell the calami-
tons blunder it comm itted when it re-
jected the Midland Company's offer of
193. It is to be hoped there 'will not
be a repetition of this egregious legis-
lation to follow in dealing with another
momentous question, the question of
promptly providing the key in the
shape opt a railway, to open to perman-
ent and prosperous activity an enor-
mous area of dormant territory which
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must otherwise remain practically
valueless to the State.

Now I want to support my remarks by
reading a letter from the commissioner
for the wheat belt. I trust that even the
most sceptical hon. member in regard to
the railay wvill agree with me that this
gentleman, who stands all unquestioned
authority with regard to the growth of
wheat, should he capable of giving uts
a valuable opinion. Onl the Sth August
of laist year I wrote to the commissioner
for the wheat belt, asking his straightfor-
ward opinion onl the Esperance wheat
belt after his visit to that locality. 'Mr.
Sutton replied as follows:-

In reply to your letter of the 8th
instant, I beg to say that we purchased
approximately 300 bushels of seed
wheat from Messrs. Thompson and
Shepherd of the Grass Patch, but I
understand these gentlemen supplied
other farmers with seed, and cut a con-
siderable portion of their crops for
hay.

This information I had asked for by way
of reply to the member for York (Mr.
Monger) who had got up some very re-
liable data to show that the output of
wheat from Esperanco was nil. His state-
ments are generally onl all-fours with his
knowledge of most of the subjects dis-
cussed in this Chamber, namely, nil. The
Wheat Commissioner's letter continues-

I am unable to say what the actual
return of wheat was in the district, as
I was not there at harv est time, and the
actual returns were never sent to me.
I sawv the crops of Messrs. Lewis,
Moore, Shepherd, and Thompson. These
crops looked healthy and normal for
the time they had been planted. The
character of the country is on the whole
similar to the maliee country in the
Eastern districts. It is, of course, not
as attractive looking as the forest coun-
try of those districts. In its natural
state it is uninviting, hut the appear-
ance is immeasurably improved when
it is brought under cultivation. This
part of the country seems capable of
producing favourable wheat crops, but
personally, and in the absence of ex-

-perience in -that parti-cular district, _I

would prefer the forest country of thle
Eastern areas.

That is the whole letter. Hon. members
will agree that on the whole the report is
a very favourable one. With regard to
the question of State steamers, the mem-
her for Kinmberley (Mr. lisle) was at
some p~ains to state that some particut-
lar squatter friend of his had lost money
onl one particular shipment of cattle. I
want to say that the small grower in Kim-
herley, for the first time for many years.
has had a chance of placing his cattle
on the market of Western Australia.

Mr. M~ale: How is that?~
Air. GREEN: By the addition of the

State steamers.
Mfr. Mfale: Hilt there are no more steam-

ers nowv than there were last year.
Mr. GREEN: The lion, member is hold-

ing uip his arras in horror.
Hon. Wt. C. Augwin (Honorary Minis-

ter) : He did not teUl you they used to
charge double the fees.

Mr. GREEN: That is quite right, and
it is easy to understand that the gentle-
man referred to may have brought his
cattle down and come upon a falling
market. It is hard luck, but it is in the
ordinary routine of trade. Still, if that
mail were a small grower he would, never
have had a chance of bringing his cattle
down here under the condition of things
as they existed before the inauguration
of the State steamship service. Let me
give the experience of a relative of mine
who was a small squatter.

Mr. Male: And who sold his station to
the Government.

Mr. GREEN: And who sold his station
to the Liberal Government. This gentle-
man had to sell his station because it was
impossible for him to get a single hoof
on to the market under the delightful sys-
temi of the friends of our friends oppo-
site. At one particular time, in his salad
days upl there, he thought he wvould be able
to sell to some buyers there, the same
as he understood other men had done.
He wrote to Mtessrs. Connor, Doherty &
Durack, and they offered him a price.
a very small price indeed. That is many
years ago. They were only willing to take
about a quarter of his cattle. This price
-being remarkably low he thought he would
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be able to sell in the open1 market-the
good 01(1 British idea, this 'Manchester
school, of which the leader of the Opposi-
tion is an apostle. Of course it acted
very well in the old country when the
school was first inaugurated, when the rule
was everyone for himself and the devil.
takes the hindmost; hut Mien we get the
meat ring on the scene it is a far differ-
ent state of affairs. M1y friend wrote to
Messrs. Copley. and C'o., and they replied
that they were not buying any cattle in
West Kimberley. In conclusion, they re-
ferred him to Messrs. Connor, Doherty
and flurack, so there was no escape for
this gentleman, who was in a dead end.
The hon. member for Kimberley is not a.
squatter. I hope he would not intend to
convey that idea.

Mr. Male: I am a squatter.
Mr. QUEEN: Of course he has a small

tin-pot station near Broome, but he has
other interests as well. He has shipping
interests in Broome, and is also interested
in an industry whichl is sometimes classed
as doubtful, namely, the pearl-buying in-
dustry, and other industries of that kind.
Goodness knows how many fingers be has
in the pie on that remote corner of our
State. I simply point out this to show
that the hon. member's interests are div-
ided and, thierefore, we could not expect
him to view this position with the calm
julicial air with which I myself can con-
sider this question.

Mr. Heitmaun: What knowledge have
you of the squatting industry?

Yr. GREEN: T have the knowledge
imparted to me by relatives who have been
engaged in this industry, by the testimony
they have supplied to mue. M1oreover, I
have been in this part of the country, and
have used the brains Providence has gifted
me with to inquire into the industry. I
think it is patent to every right-thinking
man that the position in the past has been
very unsatisfactory, so far as the consumn-
ing public is concerned.

Hon- Frank Wilson: What do they do
in Texas-I understand you have been
t here V1

Mfr. GREEN: Yes, I hare been in
Texas. and I am rather proud of that ex-
perience. If the bon. member were in

Texas lie would, no doubt, be among the
other boodlers that are saddling the United
States at the present time, Let me tell
himi that the United States will be about
the oily place which be will be able to
exploit after the Labour Governments
have been in power in this State and in
the Federal Parliament for a fews years. I
would commend his attention to Texas.

Mr. George: They are pretty drastic
there, are they not?

11r. GREEN: They lynch upon oc-
casion.

H-on. Frank 'Wilson: How did you es-
cape?

Mr. GREEN: Because I always worked
haid and behaved myself. The leader of
the Opposition spoke frequently of the
State steamers as scrap iron, and said
they were not worth anything.

Mr. Male: That is quite right.
Yr. GREEN: Now I want to give you,

not a Labour man's idea.of these steamers,
hut the opinion of M~r. J. J. Holmes, who
certainly cannot be regarded as a valuable
member of our party. In an aficle in
the -West Australian in -which Mfr. Holmes
cut the Government up for their man age-
mient of the steamers--and I want to say
that we recognise that mistakes have been
made; h ut I want also to make the pro-
noncement that we are in the State
steamers industry for keeps. We recog-
nise that there is a shipping ring in Ans-
tralia.

Hon, Frank Wilson: It has got you
fast.

'Mr. Mfunsie: We will come out of it al
right.

Mr. GREEN: If the hon. member,
through a temporary aberration on the
part of a mnajority of the intellects of the
people, ever resumes power, I challenge
him to abolish State steamers. Now to
return to Mir. Holmes' report, and, by the
way the hon. member for Wagin (Mr. S.
Stubbs) who is looking so owl-wise at this
stage, might listen because he referred to
the steamers, or tubs, or "stuhbs" or some-
thing of that kind, as scrap iron. Let
me recommend the evidence of Mr.
Holmes to this wonderful business man.

Mr. S. Stubbs: I have more business
acumen than you.
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Mir. GREEN: The hon. member had
considerable luck. I could not win a Tat-
tersalls sweep or I migaht get into busine.s
too. I want to commend to him the re-
marks of M1r. Holmes, as set out in the
West Australian on the 6th 'Mav-"Let
me at this stage say' that I amn entirely
with the Government "-let that soak ini-
"in connection with the purchase of steam-
er's for the North4West stock route." We
value evidence of that kind, not that we
take very much notice of criticism that is
jaundiced and bitter and which has its
spring in the keeping of a few vested in-
tereqts, not legitimate trade but vested in-
terest-- of people who are trying to ride on
the back of the consumers of this State.
Further, 'Mr. Holmes says that he was on
the mail steamner '"faedonia"l during a
heavy gale in the Australian Bight, it was
so rough that even the "'Macedonia" made
70 miles less than her ordinary daily run.
During the gale hie quite expected that the
"Kwinana" and *her shipment of stock
would be very much knocked about, but
on the contrary it proved the "Kwinana"
a magnificent stock carrier;- and we all
know his evidence in regard to the steam-
er "Western Australia," Mr. Holmes said
it is absolutely the finest boat on the
North-West trade.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Tt is the only one.

Mr. GREEN: What about the "Bul-
larra"; is not she running as well?

The Minister for Lands: And] the
"Gorgon" and "Minderoo."

Hon. Frank Wiknon: Only one is run-
ning to Wyndham and Port Darwin,

MAr. GREEN: There has been a tem-
porary loss on these steamers. I say the
word "temporary"l advisedly as the in-
direct benefits to the p~eople of the State
have been altogether out of proportion
to the loss incurred.

IMr. 'Male: What are the benefits?

Mr. GREEN: The benefits are so ap-
parent that if ever members of the Op-
'position have an opportunity to resume
office, which God forbid, they will not do
away with the steamers. I had a conver-
sat ion some 12 months ago with 'Mr.
Lange. The leader of the Opposition mast
have met this gentleman at the Weld Club

when occasionally dIrinking cool drinks
supplied by Chiince c.

lBon. Frank Wilson: Did you meet
him there?

Mr. GREEN: I ne-,er had an oppor-
tuoil y of heing arteniledl to by ('hinarnen
in the 'Weld Club or out of it. Mr. Lange
toldI me, "These boats will not he a sue-
eess , They- will not bring down the price
of meat. Mteat will glo up' withini the next
12 months. Mark muy words." What has
beeni the result? Meat in the metroploli-
tan area, where a State shop was estab-
lished, is IVA, to 2d. a pouind cheaper
than it was 12 mnonthis ago, not because of
the quanutity of mneat sold ouit of the shop
but because of tile competition with these
people who were holding up the con-
sumers, anid that occurred on a market in
which meat was admittedly scarcer than
prevailed 12 months ago.

Mr. S. Stubbs. Oat'a meat.
Mr. GREK: One hion. member says

that the price has not been reduced; an-
other lion, member admits tacitly that the
price is lower hut that the meat is not
good. Between the divided counsel we
shall, perhaps, get wisdom. At any rate.
I have receilled an admission on the point
I made.

Mr. Heitmann: What would the mnem-
ber for York say?

Mnr GREEN: The member for York
wvill he in the sarue position as myself.
The people of his district will be pushing
hima as; the Kalgoorlie people are puishing
me, to get a State butcher's shop estab-
lished at York, as T trust one will be es-
tablished in K~algoorlie.

Mr. -Monger: The people should have
more senme.

1'r'. GREEN: There is a shop in Perth
which has had beneficial effects and there
is one im Subiaco which T think I might
say has also wrought beneficial effects, and
one ik being established at Midland Junc-
tion, and the logical conclusion is that
there will be one in Kalgoorlie nest week.
The Address-i n-reply at times does to a
certain extent, and T do not exempt myself
from the chairge waste a certain amount
of the time of Parliament. We have not
mnch time otherwise to speak during the
session; our opponents are few in number
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and limited in capacity. Their criticism
can 'well be replied to by the M1inisters,
and anything we may have to say is of
necessity superfluous during the course of
the debates on the several questions
brought up: so that we who have to save
the time of the House in other portions of
the session have a fling, if I may use the
expression, duringa the debate on the Ad-
dress-in-reply. There are a few matters
regarding local wants which I desire to
commend to the attention of the M1inisters.
I am not going to be parochial but I have
to do as every hon. member has to do,
look after the wants of my constituency.
We are faced with this fact, that no mat-
ter whabt Government are in power, the
further we are away fromi the centre of
Government the less attention is paid to
us. T think that even the benighted mein-
her for Kimberley ('Mr. Male) will agree
with me on that. There is a matter I com-
mnend to the Minister for Works for con-
sideration when hie is perusing Hansard
and that is with regard to allowing the use
of salt water on the mines. It seems an
anomialous thing to me, though I know the
object of the reg'ulation, that small show's
for instance-it might be limited to small
grade shows, a number of which have very'
large ore bodies-exist iin my elector-
ate at the north end of the famous K~ai-
goorlie-Boulder field having their shafts
nearly' filled with water and yet uinder the
reglations9 of the Goldflelds Water Sup-
ply they are totally prevented from using-
that wvater for crushing- Purposes. This
is a donble-edged weapon as far as the
industry is concerned. It prevents them
from crushing ore with water at hand,
which costs only a few pence per thousand
gallons and it also prevents them from
openinz up shafts and exploring other
ground that might considerably add to the
gold yield of the district, Thie question
of the tributers is an ever burning one.

Mr. Foley: Heart-burning in many in-
stances.

Mr. GREEN: Yes, and I trust the Mini-
ister for 'Mines will stiffen his back on
the question. To deal with this question
requires a very firm Minister indeed.
There are a large number of properties
on the Golden 'Mile situated between the

northi eud for a couple of mailes east to
the Boulder deep levels which have been
held for some years and many of them
on which not a scral] of work has been
executted, and I thiuk the policy of work-
ing conditions or forfeiture should be
carried out strictly in regard to some of
ttese old offenders-not with regard to
the new shows, where they have spent their
all and are waiting for breathing space
to get going again, but these old sinners,
like Hannan's Proprietary, 200 acres of
which has beeni held up for practically 1,5
or 18 years. And if the tributers we hlave
in Kalgoorlie and in the Boulder and
other fields in the North, with their know-
ledge of these particular districts, know-
ing as they do every foot of the country,
are in their lifetime allowed on these pro-
pert its, it will mean a greatly increased
gold return. If the trihuting condit ions
are made fair and not on the present
Shybeck bargain which at present obtains
with some of the companies, it will he
beneficial to those districts which aire
keeping tup the finest industry we have in
this State at the present time. As regards
the diamond drill. I have lahoured this
point for sonic time. The department has
done magnificent work and I de-
sire to give credit where credit
is due. When £2 out of £30 is
advanced by the Mines Department
to any~l prospe-tors or company who are,
p~repared to put in the other pound for
developmental p-urposes, it must lie ad-
mitted] rhat the Government are goin~x a
great way indeed. One of the immedi-
ately successful re-ults from the u-_e of
the diamnond drill is in Southern Cross.
-which has been opened up for the la4-t 251
years at any rate, and where p~rivqte- Pi-
terprise unassisted has never gzot d]own
into the earth to a greater depth than 500
feet. 'When the diamond drill was placed
at the disposal of the citizens of Southern
Cross on this basis of the Government
providing two-thirds and thie citizens sub-
scribing one-third, they drilled down to
1.100 feet. At a depth of 800 feet, or 300
feet lower than was accomplished during
the 24 years of private exploitation they
struck a 4ft. lode-, with one ounce value.
That I heartily believe will be the means
of giving a further fillip to the present
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progressive and go-ahead mining indus-
try in the Yilgarn district. I interviewed
Dr. Meinaren, who it must be admitted
is one of the leading geologists of the
world to-day, during his recent visit to
Kalgoorlie, and I spoke to him with re-
gard to diamond drilling. He told me
that in sending the diamond drill into a
depth of several hundred feet- there is
really no way whereby a continuous direc-
tion of the drill can be assured, therefore,
the mine managers of late years have
come to the conclusion that it is not so
reliable as it is for shorter distances.
Mr. Hamilton of the Great Boulder-the
member. for Eannans will correct my
figures if they are wrong-has (lone about
eight wiles of diamond drilling in the
Great Boulder with very beneficial results,
and this has been done at only about one-
third of the cost that driving would incur.
Dr. MeLaren said that for anything up to
300 or 400 feet the diamond drill is emin-
ently successful, and, as I said, it means
one-third of the cost of ordinary driving.
Dr. MeLaren recommends it for places
like the outside of the Golden Mile, right
through the gold-hearing area in approved
places, and says the Government would be
well advised if they sent their officers
down the shafts, and bored for gold say
up to 300, 400, or 500 feet, in order to
strike the lodes. There was a pamphlet
issued prior to the advent of the present
Government by Mr. Gregory when Mfinis-
ter for Mines, dealing with the abandoned
gold leases in Western Australia, and in
that pamphlet it was shown that somne
millions of pounds had been won from
the leases then abandoned, and strange to
say, the average won from the stone in
those leases was abont an ounce per ton.
It seems dlear that the Minister might
direct his attention towards the Govern-
mnent wholly taking upon themselves the
question of trying tor locate the lodes that
have been lost in some of these abandoned
leases. The question of the School of
Mines is une that I have been interesting
myself in for some time past, and seeing
that the T'niversity is a free institution
I trust the Minister will see the necessity

for no longer charging fees in the School
of MKines.

The Attorney General: That has al-
ready been done.

The Minister for Mines: The fact was
published in this Jnorninil's palper.

Mr. GREEN: I am very glad to hear
that. I would also commend to the Min-
ister for Mlies the desirability of a small
battery and a treatment plant being
erected at the School oF -Mines. It has
been advocated by several of the managers
of mines on the Golden Mile a well as by
the teachers at the School of AMines. I
admit there is a smnall gas producer engine
at the School and that this shows the
actnal working and engineering condi-
tions. T think, however, if a complete
treatment plant were placed there it would
prove valuable for those students who
have not the opportunity of getting to
the mines. I know, of course, the Minis-
ter iintends to inform inc that he will in-
augurate the system next week. The Parks
and Reserves vote will, I trust, engage the
closer attention of the Government this
year. When we consider that nearly
three-fourths of that vote. is spent in the
muetropolitan district where rains are
falling continuously as they are doing at

-the present time, while on the goldfields
ia midsnumer no rain at all falls, I think
the Government would he well advised to
let their minds hark back to their elec-
torates, so that they might see that a big-
ger proportion of the rote is set aside for
those people who cannot make even one
blade of grass grow without the aid of
scheme water. I do not get the oppor-
tunity of voicing matters such as these
very often and I think is is my duty to
bring them under notice when I get a
chance like the present. I do not think
that my criticism is captious. I have
given the Government credit for a great
deal. If I were not in aceoradnee with
their policy, I was going to say that' I
would be in opposition, buit that, God
forbid. But T certainly would not sit
with the Government if I did not believe
in their policy. These are matters of detail,
however, which can be attended to and
their ventilation in this Chamber will save
a good deal in the way of corresponden ce.
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'Mr. Foley: And you are talking to your
constituency.

Mr. GREEN: And as the member for
Leonora wisely remarked it is a good way
of talking to my constituency. I might
direct the attention of the Agricultural
Department and also of the Railway De-
partment to the question of the exten-
sion of the railway to the abattoirs.
This is a matter which concerns
the member for Hannans and myself. It
concerns me for the reason that at the
present time cattle have to be driven from
Kalgoorlie to the abattoirs yard, and some
time ago a valuable member of our party
who voted for me at the last election was
surprised to see a bull jump a hack fence
and charge a lady, to the imminent risk
of her life. After some trouble shte was
able to .get into a dwelling, but even that
dwelling wvas somewhat battered about by
the bull. This is a state of affairs that
should not be tolerated. No later than
last week some of these Kimberley cattle
became loose and charged 50 school chil-
dren in Kalgoorlie. If the railway were
extended to the abattoirs a charge could
be made for their conveyance there and
thus the eyesore of having cattle driven
through the streets of the inland, metro-
polis of the West would be obviated. The
question of the train service to the
Boulder Block is one that the Minister
for Railw~vs% might give some attention
to. I saw the Chief Traffic Manager on
the subject and be informed Ine that the
conveyance of passengers to the Block
would not pay' . One of the objections
raised was that the line was unsafe, but
it was proved that large trucks of wood
were being taken over these sets of rails
year in and Year out. and the engineers
of the railways and the railway' em-
ploy' eeq made use of the line. Now
the Department state that only 50 people
go out to the Block at a time at each
shift. I took upon myself to follow up
this matter and I found that on an aver-
age 300 workmen went from Kalgoorlie
to the Boulder Block each shift.
If the 'Minister for Railways goes
into this matter and proves to me
that the proposition will not be a paying
one or, if he is not sure of that, if

he is willing to give it a trial without the
erection of any platforms along the route,
and then proves that it is non-paying, I
shall he prepared to [told my peace ot'
the subject for all time. Wijth regard
to (lhe monthly excursion tickets, 1 have
brought this matter up by way of ques-
tion, hut the Mlinister for Railways de-
dlined to grant the privilege sought-that
the period for which these tickets are
issued should be for three months, The
matter is one that is worthy of considera-
tion. Lots of our women folk on the
golfields require a change to the coast
occasionally, and it ought to he remem-
hered that they are not able to come down
year after year or even every second year,
and it is not asking too much of this Gov-
ernment to extend the period of the
tickets from one to three months. The
question of providing camels for pros-
pectors is one that might be given some
attention by the AMines Department. Some
time ago there were 120 camels at the
disposal of the prospectors in this State,
hut at the present time there are only 18.
I had a refusal not later than yesterday
when I applied for camels for a prospect-
ing team which intended to go out from
Kalgoorlie 130 miles south-east into terri-
tory that it is impossible to prospect with-
out the aid of camels, and then only
in a very wet season. The prospector
who intended to go there was going to
avail himself of the opportunity of en-
deavouring to open up a new field. He
is satisfied that the country is gold-bear-
ing. He went there with horses hut could
not remain because of the absence of
water and returned, determined to go
there again with camels. The 'Works De-
partment have plenty- of camels and they'
were apporoached on this question, hut
I am surprised that the Minister for
Works allowed his department to be en-
meshed with red tape. The fact re-
mains that the camels cannot he secured?
for the prospecting tonu. There are 60
camels in one spot in Kalgoorlie engaged
in the painfully slow process of dam-
sinking-a work which could just as well
be done with horses. I think that two or
three camels could well be spared by the
Works Department for the 'Mines Depart-
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mueat when they are requiredl for prospect-
ing purposes. The Government 4bould
encourage prospecting, especially when it
is in outback country and in a season
which is unique just as the lire-ent one
is, Another question I would like to deal
with is that of the appointment of Miining
Boards. It i-. already the approved idea
of the party, and] I trust these Boardsq
will soon hie brought into operation. I
recognise their work will he entirely of
an advisory character. We are not going-
to let a body of men set themselves up
and call themselves a Prospectors' Asso-
ciation, men who may be handlers and
w'ho are try-ing to squeeze a few pounds
from the Government. We want tzenuine
Jprospectors, elected by men possessing
miners' rights, and I believe thle mining
boards, vested only with advisory powers,
will prove of considerable help to the
Government. The question of finance is
exercising the minds of lion. members
opposite. The question is also exercising
my mind and, I take it, the mind of every
member of the Government, and I recog-
nise that we have to adopt heroic measures
in order to square the ledger. Admitting
that, I want members of the Opposition
to hear in mind that our taxation propo-
sals will make for that end.

Mr. 'Monger: Why do you not let us
know what they are?

Mr. GREEN: Will the members of the
Opposition be as earnest as we are in
trying to reduce the deficit and in helping
us with our taxation proposals?

Mr. Monger: You know what they are,
we do not.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. GREEN: Before tea I was
proceeding to deal with the present
finaucial position of the Government,
and expressing the hope that whenl
the Government brought forward their
taxation proposals, the Opposition
would show their sincerity with rezard to
reidncingr the deficit by passing that taxa-
tion. T ag-ain express that wish, and trust
that the members of the Opposition will
show their sincerity in regard to the well-
being of the country. The causes of the
financial position of to-day have been fre-

qocavtly stated. it has been stated, but
will hear repeating, that the Government
have lookod after the position of
Government employees by increasing
waces to tIhe tune of 0107,000t her year.
Somnething is, to hie said. too, for the
anmolut lif hielp extended to tile farmi-
ers, atil vonmiderinix the small mnber
of direct farmners' repu'e~eiaatives on
this side of the House, it only goes to
prove that we, are anl aoluttely fair party
in our altit-mde towardls the farming pro-
ducers. I way state that the railway rate
on mnurie, one farthing per ton per mile,
i-, the eheapo(st rate in Australia, and that
is a pretty good record when we consider
thant this is4 the nioist sparsely popuilatedl
State in the zroup, and also that it has a
larger yereeutape of railway tudeaue than
ny other country in the civihised world.
Water, too, was carried during the dry
period of last year for one fart hing per
ton per mile, and a halfpenny lied to be
remitted from the Treasury for every ton
per mile to make cood the deficiency to the
Railway Department. F'or this water,
coupons were accepted from the farmers,
and fronm the present position of the farm-
mug conmmunity, withouit casting any re-
fleetion on that seclion of the people, I
feel that they will not be in a position in
the immediaite fudture to redeem those cou-
pons, and I will not lbe surprised if they
find their way into the waste-paper basket.
We hear a good deal from the'm Opposition
about the building of spuir lines. Thle
member for Wagin, particularly, was v-cry
anxious to have several railways built in
his district. This hon. mnember had a rail-
way completed in his district by the La-
bour Goyernment, and his unmeasured
languiage in criticising the Government last
night was in entire contradistinction to
the language used in regard to the fGov-
erment at the opening of that railway
a year ago. Last night there was not a
virtue in the present Gohicrament. but a
year ago at thle opening of that rail-
way-

Mr. O'Loghblen: Aix after-dianer speech.

Mr. GREEN: Or an after-railway
speech. The hion. member stated on that
occasion that the present Government had
done more for the farmers than any othcr
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Government in the history of the State.
It is necessary to repeat that statement
in order to show that the member for
Wagin has altered his attitude, and I have
no doubt that if the 'Ministry will listen
to his present importunities and grid-iron
his electorate with railways he will con-
tinue to extol their virtues. I might add
that not one spur line in the State has
paid since 1906 except the Pinjarra-
Marrinup Railway, which is really a tim-
her line, and yet the Government are ex-
pected to go on building railways in
sparsely populated country, in face of the
fact that they are not paying propositions,
and still finance without additional taxa-
tion. I cannot allow the occasion to pass
withont mentioning a statement made a
few nights ago by the member for Pin-
gelly with regard to the price of brick-
work at the present time compared with
the price some time ago. The hon. mem-
ber was anxious to prove that the work-
man of to-day had gone slack, and that,
compared with the workman of six years
ago, is altogether an inferior person. A
statement like that might be excused when
coming from a globe trotter of the Foster
Eraser type, but it is altogether inexcus-
able from a gentleman who has resided
a few years in the State. I guarantee
that the hon. member's figures, 22s. 6d.
per thousand for Emanuel Buildings, are
inaccurate. That brickwork conld not
have been laid for 22s. 6d. per thousand.
I speak as a bricklayer and know what I
am talking about, but his quotation of £3
2s. 6d. per thousand at the present time
is altogether beside the mark, and I chal-
lenge that bon. member to point out to
me a piece of brickwork that has cost
more than £2 per thousand. So much for
the hon. member's knowledge of building.
It is on a parity with his knowledge of
mining, which confines itself to financing.

Mr. Heitman: Bulling and, bearing.
Mr. GREEN: Yes, bulling andjbearmng,

as the member for Cue so neatly puts
it. The memdber for Northarn (Hon. J.
Mitchell) is verbose in the pessimism he
has adopted ever since the present Go"-
erment have been in power. In the past
he has been known as the "breezy optim-
ist." Everything was all right so long as

(13)

the member for Northam occupied a seat
on the Treasury bench, bat when he was
incontinently banished from office with a
tremendous bump 12 months ago last Oc-
tober, everything became dark and gloomy.
He stated that stagnation stared us in the
face on every hand, yet be gave no finan-
cial advice and offered no suggestion to
help us out of the difficulty. Let me point
out that population, at any rate, has in-
creased. For the half-year ended June of
this year there 'Was a greater in-
crease than in any previous period
since 1903, with the exception of
1911. In the last six months, the popula-
tion has increased by 8,291. I might also
tell the hon. member that the Agricultural
Bank, controlled by a Labour Minister,
has financed 2'% times as much as it did
in the same period under the late "breezy
optimist" for Northamn, hut now the
"calamity howler" of the Opposition. In
connection with an admission that was
dropped by the member for Wagin, I
might ask the hon. member for Northam
if the attitude of the Banks has not had
a great deal to do with the present stag-
nation of this State. The member for
W1agin. admitted that the banking cor-
porations have tied their purse strings
and that they are not prepared to ad-
vance their money to the extent that they
were at the time when the Liberal party
were in power. I want to ask the member
for Northam, as an ex-hank manager of a
little one-honse banking shanty in some
remote country town, if he can tell me
wvhy the West Australian Bank, for in-
stance, has seen fit to dlose down with
regard to the lending of money, consider-
ing the fact published in the 'West Aus-
tralian of the 11th December last that
the West Australian Bank, with a paid-up
capital of £250,000, made a profit in the
financial year of £71,837. That is a profit
of over 28 per cent., and the Bank de-
clared a dividend of £50,00, which is
equal to 20 per cent. The member for
Northamn might well direct his criticism
against the financial corporations of this
country that have done so well out of his
friends, the farmers and the other pro-
ducers, and showed a profit of 29.8 per
cent. as late as last year. We have been
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told that there is a financial conspiracy
in this and other States. Whether this
is so or not, I ama not prepared to say,
butl the fact that they are making such
large profits tends to support that conten-
tion. A bank-ing corporation which is
making profits to that extent, whilst the
State banking concerns such as the Agri-
cultural Banik have to be satisfied with
a very small profit indeed, should not be
tolerated by the Opposition, and allowed
to escape criticism, any more than the
Agricultural Bank would be in similar
circumstances. The hon. member for
Ratanning (Air. A. E. Piesse) has ex-
pressed some surprise at what he terms
the disloyalty or want of patriotism on
this side of tile House in the supportinig
of the referendum proposals. I want to
say I strongly supported the referendum
proposals and so did the majority of
members on this side of the House, be-
cause wre believed they would be a good
thing for Western Australia, and one of
thle reasons tor supporting those referen-
dum proposals, 1 freely admit, so far
as I personally am concerned at any rate,
was because I believe the State Con-
stitution as it exists at present is out-
worn and is not satisfying the growing
needs of a democratic Slate like Western
Australia. I want to say that the attitude
of another Chamber with regard to the
legislation of this party for the last two
sessions has placed me in the position of
believing that progressive legislation is
almost impossible in the present state of
the Constitution. During the time another
Government were in power in this State,
not one of the Government measures was
rejected by the Upper House. During the
short period that the present Government
have been in office another place has re-
jected eleven of our Bills, and several of
these Bills were of vital importance so
far as members of this p~arty are con-
cerned and so far as the country is con-
cerned, because we contend that we are
the party of the country. We had to drop
several measures including the Irrigation
Bill, the State Hotels Bill, and the Traffic
Bill. The Irrigation Bill was mutilated,
the Shearer's Accommodation Bill was
drannsi in the first instance, and the

WVorker.& Compensation Bill considerably
mutilated. I might add that the other
iplace, which is supposed to be a non-party
Chamber, has taken on a strong partisan
lute, andl in support of that I might quote
the fact that during the passage of the
famous, or notorious, IRedistrilbution oZ
Seats Hill only four members out of the
30 in the other plate voted against that
measure, whichl was largely responsible for
casting the ipresent Opposit ion into the
oblivion in which they no%% are.

Mr. '.ong-er: And placed the hon. inem-
ber in) li proudl position.

Mr. GRIEEN: And placed m~ in the
proud position which we now v-eu!!y, a
the lion, member for York remark;. Dur-
ing our first session, when the Industriall
Arbitration Act was under consideration,
the managers of another place refused to
agree to the Government proposals, with
the result that the Mtinistry had relic-
tautly to abandon the measure. The
Norseman-Esperanfee railway' proposal
was defeated on the second reading by 13
votes to 8: Ihe Public Works Act Amend-
ment Bill was rejected by' 16 votes to 6;
the Public Works Committee Hill hyv 15
votes to 10; the Shearers' Accommodation
Bill was received in the other ,'lace but
was not further proceeded with; the
Workers' Com,,en-ation Bill, introduced
by Mir. Hudson, passed through all its
stages in this Chamber and was received
in another place, wvhere the second read-
ing was moved, but the measure was not
further proceeded with. During our
second session the Norsemnan-Esperance
Railway Bill was rejected; the Fremantle
Harbour Trust Bill was discharged; the
Lands Act Amendment Bill was rejected
by 18 votes to 7; the Land and Income
Tax Bill by 20 votes to 7; the Public
Works Committee Hill by 17 votes to 8;
and in the Rights in Water and Irrigation
Bill there were requested amendments, the
result If a conference was reported hut
an agreement was not come to owing to
the attitude of another place, and the
Bill was abandoned; the Mlines Regula-
tion Act Amendment Bill was rejected
on the second reading by 20 votes
to 6: the State Hotels Bill (No.
1) was thrown out on the second read-
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ing by 13 votes to 11, and, when the
States Hotel Bill (No. 2) came on
the other place pressed their requests
and the measure was withdrawn; the
Timber Lines Traffic Bill, a private mea-
sure, introduced by the bon. member for
Forrest (Mr. O'Loghlen) was rejected
on the second reading by 14 votes to 12,
the Traffic Bill had to be discharged, and
the University Lands Bill was lost on the
second reading by 11 votes to 9. That
was what happened to the measures I
have enumerated in another place that
claims to be a purely non-party Chamber,
notwithstanding the fact that it passed
the famous or infamous Redistribution
of Seats Bill with only four votes against
the measure out of 30 members. An ar-
ticle appeared in the leading Liberal
organ of the State, the -West Australian,
on 5th August, concerning the Federal
position in relation to the Federal
Senate. It just struick me how remark-
ably well the same remarks could have
been applied to another place in this
State which is not elected on an adult
suffrage, but is elected by a privileged
few, some of whom have as many as
eight votes. This is what the article
in the West Australian said with refer-
ence to some remarks of Mr. Frazer,

What the late Postmaster-General
means is that the Opposition confident
of their strength in the Senate will so
deal with Government mecasures as to
take the control of legislation out of
the hands of the Government while
leaving the Ministerialists to shoulder
the full burden of responsibility. Tf
the Government -resent this procedure
business will be blocked. It is a
pretty scheme.

We might very well read into that what
local circumstances would supply. What
the lender of the Opposition Probably
means is that the Opposition, confident
of their strength in another place, will so
deal with Government measures in that
Chamber as to take the control of legis-
lation out of the hands of the Govern-
mnent, white leaving 31inisterialists to
shoulder the full burden of responsibility.
What would he justifiable in the Senate

of the Commonwealth could not be toler-
ated for one instant under the undemo-
cratic franchise of another place, I
want to quote the remarks of the leader
of the Opposition who was interviewed
by the West Australian on his return to
this State. We notice that his opinion
was sought upon Federal politics and
also upon the present position of the
smallpox outbreak. And I notice he ex-
pressed the opinion with regard to the
smallpox that the Federal Government
was doing all that possibly coulid be
expected in this matter. Under the cir-
curnstances I cannot help reflecting what
the opinion of the hon. member
would have been had another party been
still in power. I want to direct
hon. members' attention to the leader
of the Opposition's remarks regarding
the Surplus Revenue Act and the Sav-
ings Banks, and I can almost recall the
lion, member's thunderings against the
Federal Government during the Labour
regime. He said when questioned with
regard to the Surplus Revenue Act and
the Savings Banks-

I can, of course, only voice my own
views because these are both matters
of policy which the Federal Govern-
ment, I understand, have not yet taken
into consideration. I am very much
afraid that the power granted to the
Governor of the Commonwealth flank
is such as to give him absolute discre-
tion in regard to the establishment
of savings banks, and I think it would
require an amendment o'f the Federal
Act before anything could be done in
the way of closing down the Savings
Bank portion of the institution. So
far as the Surplus Revenue Act is
concerned, the old saying "Necessity
knows no law,?' comes in. The Federal
Government will certainly require all
the revenue that they are likely to be
able to raise during the next few years,
and hence the chances of the States
securing the surplus alread-y trans-
ferred to trust accounts, appears to me
to be ver~y remote at the present junc-
t ure.

I think hon. members will agree with me,
and the leader of the Opposition, on calmn
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reflection will candidly admit, that his
attitude when the Labour Government
were in power in the Federal House and
when the party of reactionaries are in
power, cannot be reconciled, and so far
as the finances of this State are
concerned, he is not troubled about thenm
at all. Let me draw attention to 'what
Sir John Forrest had to say on the Liber-
al party'Is programme in the classic pre-
cincts of Bunbury on 4th March last.
This is what the Liberals would do-

1. Restore public confidence, and
the financial credit of the country. 2,
Reduce the cost of living. 3. Remove
the obstacles in the way that increase
the east of agricniltural machinery,
implements of production, and tools
of trade. 4. Restore the Savings
Banks to the States as existing here-
tof ore.

I trust the 'hon. member will see that
this shadowy platform is at least adhered
to in this particular measure and the
Savings Bank restored to the country as
Sir John Forrest promised, and that he
will take the earliest opportunity of
withdrawing his statements in the 1West
Australian regarding the Savings Bank
which do not agree with those of his
trusted leader, Sir John Forrest. In
dealing with the last referendum pro-
posals the hon. member for Katanning
(Mr. A. E. Piesse) need not have ex-
pressed his wonder at our attitude. I
want to tell him that in my opinion, at
any rate, the greatest enemies to the
farmers are the people 'who voted "4no!'I

Mr. Monger :Explain that.
Mr. GREEN : I am proceeding to

explain it. I want to explain that
one of these main referenda proposals
was for dealing with the cost of living.
We cannot gainsay the fact that the trust
problem has come in Australia, and so
long as the Labour party are kept out
of office it will thrive and flourish. We
recognise that this problem is not re-
stricted to Western Australia, or to the
Commonwealth, but crosses tariff boun-
daries and has established itself in all the
(3omercially civilised countries of the
world. The Federal Government some
time ago appointeda Royal Commission.

At the time the Sunshine harvester people
refused to give what their employees
considered fair conditions. The harvesters
were then being sold in Victoria at any-
thing from £80 to £100. The Royal Com-
mission went into the cost of a hanvester;
one harvester was placed in charge of Mr.
Smith, the officer in control of the New-
port works in Victoria, who found that
by giving better wages than the con-
tractor, and allowing for a 10 per cent.
profit, these harvesters could be made for
£50. He also proved that the seed drills
for which the harvester trusts in Victoria
-both the Sunshine Company and the
International Harvester Company from
America are in wonderful unanimity in
regard to the prices charged for their
respective machines-eharged £C30 (and I
think the farmer pays up to £40 in this
State), cost £20 each manufactured in the
Newport workshops. But when I add
that 8,700 harvesters were sold in Aus-
tralia in 1911, it will he seen that that
meant a loss to the farmers of £247,000
in that single year, and on seed drills of
£C239,400 in that single year. Some time
ago in South Australia a commission went
into the question of the wheat ring which
was presumed to exist in that State. They
found that there was an honourable
understanding in South Australia, and
they drew up this report. I am sorry
the member for Northam (Hon. J.
Mitchell) is not present, because I believe
that when we are dealing with anything
that directly concerns an hon. member
he ought to be present in order that he
may properly understand the situation.
This is how the report reads-

Owing to a wheat -ring the farmers
of South Australia were robbed of 2d.
a bushel on their wheat, and taking it
on the yield of that year they came to
the conclusion therefore that the farm-
ers of that State had lost £167,000.

When I point out that the price in West-
ern Australia is from 3d. to 4d. lower
than in the Eastern States, it will be seen
that it means that the amount of loss to
the farmers in Western Australia is very
much higher on that account, and I would
commend the attention of farmers' repre-
Isentatives on the other side of the House
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to this phase of the question. I am
satisfied that if they paid close attention
to the matter they would recognise that
trusts and combines in this State and the
other States are the greatest menace that
any section of the producers can be faced
with. It is true that some of their
fellows or friends on the Opposition side
of the Chamber are interested in acting
the middleman and that their interests
directly clash; but it is a remarkable
thing that they can attend functions and
meetings of farmers' leagues and Liberal
leagues presided over hy old women of
both sexes and be in perfect amity over
the flowing bowl, I might state that we
fought for these referenda proposals be-
cause we recognise that in every line of
industry, in every commodity of general
use, the fact is plain that this trust has
entered within the portals of the gates
of Australia. We see that Joseph Palmer
and Sons, leading sharebrokers in Syd-
ney, made the following statement in their
monthly share list in May last-

In industrials there has been much of
interest during the month. . . .Colonial
Sugar (Trust) paid the same rate of
dividend, 121/2 per cent., and shares are
obtainable at £42 2s. Gd. Should the
referenda be rejected at the forthcom-
ing elections we expect to see a good
rise in the shares.

And the people of Australia are to be'
exploited in the meantime. If the mem-
ber for York (Mr. Monger) wants any
further evidence to prove that trusts do
exist, let me read a quotation from the
London Times, which, after a careful ex-
amination of the situation, came to the
following conclusion : -

American farmers are so much at the
mercy of the beef trust that they find
it is hard to make grazing pay, just
as it is for our farmers at home. The
farmers are met by a prohibitive east
of transportation--

It seems to me the State steamers repre-
sent an honest attempt on the part of the
Government to combat this prohibitive
cost in this State. The quotation con-
tinnes-

when they attempt to get away from
their tyrant. Possibly the American

people may break down this grinding
monopoly. Between 1399 and 1904 the
beef trust in America depressed the
price of cattle by 25 per cent. and
raised the price of meat by 20 per cent.
A year or two ago a Sydney journalist,
who is now on the staff of this
paper--

This is from a Sydney paper-
when in Chicago, walked into a stock-
yard full of cattle. An intelligent
American in the employ of one of the
meat works of the trust was with the
Australian. "When are the sales?" The
American winked. "Where are the
auctioneers?" "Say," the American
drawled, "we don't have any auction-
eers. They take the price we give
them."?
Mr. Monger: This is highly interesting.
Mr. GREEN: I am afraid that at the

hon. member's time of life it is impossible
for him to discriminate between right and
injustice. Here is a further quotation
from the London Times-

We have had the preliminary stages
-the inquiries, the organisation, and
now the beginning of the works. There
is nothing subtle about the methods.
They consist in the remorseless crushing
of competition by the power of vast
capital. Graziers are first tempted into
the trust's tentacles by higher prices-
easily enough paid by a combine with
£40,000,000 at its back. Competition
is beaten out of existence, or rival firms
are forced to fall in the tail of the
trusts, as happened in the Argentine-

And I may say that the English Beef
Trust in the Argentine is trying to beat
the American Beef Trust, with disastrous
results to the smaller combine.

where the British firms have already
begun to surrender. The time then
comes f or the screw to he put on the
graziers.
Mr. Monger: I do not see -what this

has to do with the Address-in-reply.
Mr. GREEN:- Well, it is this way:- I

want the hon. member to have this in-
formation, and as I could not expect him
to read it for himself I am reading it to
him, and so long as he remains in the
Chamber so long will I keep on. Here is
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another quotation which might also inter-
est the land and stock jobbers represented
in this Chamber, as well as the ordinary
representative of the poor farmner-

There are ten men in the city of
New York, said Senator Depew, who
can, in twenty-four hours, stop every
wheel on all the railways, close every
factory, lock every switch on every
telegraph line, shut down every c~oal
mine and iron mine in the United
States. What a travesty on the de-
claration that this is a Oovernment of
the people, for the people, -when ten
men can make starving beggars of
100,000,000 people in twenty-four
hours.

We fought for the referenda because that
problem is menacing Australia. Whilst
I believe in fair competition, whilst I
would not be one to embark on any in-
dustry in which fair-minded business
people were prepared to fight out the
question of the supremacy of the fittest in
the industrial world, as long as we see
these aggregations of capital coming to-
gether in an honourable understanding
and trying to catch the people of Aus-
tralia by the throat, I am going to enter
my voice and protest, and am prepared
to put into the melting pot the Constitu-
tion of the State in order that such a
condition of affairs should be ended.
There has been sufficient to show us that
the beef trust has already got its cloven
hoof in Australia. It has works in
Queensland costing £350,000, and before
very long the beef barons of Western
Australia, of 'which the member for Kim-
berley is the tail of the kite, so to speak,
will he shaking in their shoes. They will
either have to sell up or give up before
the beef trust of America 'when it gets
settled in Australia.

Mr. George: They do not seem to be
dealing very strictly with them in Queens-
land.

Mr. GREEN: They have a Liberal
Government there, and that Government
is not likely to interfere with them. Yet
no one snggests that the £350,000 invested
in the great works on the Brisbane river
represents anything else huot the American
Beef Trust. As a party we have an oh-

ject in view. We do not take any particu-
lar honour to ourselves, nor claim all the
virtues, hut we honestly believe we are
right, every man Jack of us. Withoult
any reflection upon the intelligence of the
other side, or their ideas of right and
wrong, I am satisfied that some of the
members on the other side have an ink-
ling that what I have been saying has a
considerable amount of truth in it. But
I recognise they are in a pretty tight
corner in their twisting to take their seats
on this side of the House. But our party
is world-wide. For years the working class
were satisfied to vote for Liberal or Con-
servative, Protectionist or Free Trader,
according to the country they were in, De-
inocrats or Republicans in the United
States. They have come to see in every
country-and the evolution, I am happy
to say, has come more quickly in Australia
than in any other country in the world-
that there is one interest for the workers
and another for the exploiters of the
State. My interests are identical with the
farmers of the State, but I contend that
the people represented by some members
in this Chamber, people who have offices
in St. George's-terrace, and who are in-
terested in acting as middlemen, I contend
that their interests are opposed to the
farmers. Fifty years ago the great major-
ity of people in Australia were forced out
of their native country, England. They
were no less patriots than we are to-day,
hut they were forced to leave their homes
in order to get decent conditions. They
were forced to leave the country which. is
more highly civilised than any other coun-
try in the world; the country where, we
are told, ten millions of people are con-
tinually on the border line of hunger. In
that country, if they introduce anything of
a Lubour character they are told legisla-
tion of that kind 'will destroy the home.
We find legislation of either a Liberal or
a Conservative character in that country;
yet in Scotland one family in five lives in
a single room, and in Glasgow one family
in three lives in a single room, while in
London, the hub of the universe, one mil-
lion people live on less than f1. is. per
week per family. As the children of the
fathers who were forced out of the coun-
fry at that time we are determined to see
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that the same pitfalls into which the peo-
pie of the old country have fallen shall not
become pitfalls in this new sunny land of
ours, and we are determined that come
what may, whether in office or out of it,
we have to keep a great ideal before us.
,Ind we feel cheered by this prospect: The
social democrats of Germany are amassing
tbeir numbers by leaps and bounds, and
are constantly growing. We are chIeered by
that prospect. Then i'n France, also, the
Demiocratic forces are gaining strength,
and so, too, in Eng-land. The people, of
America are beginning to wake up. When
these pecople caie here they were satisfied
for some time in Victoria to vole for
either Conservative or Freetraders. But
there came a time, in 1891, when there was
a great strike. These unionists-such a
bughear to the member for M'%urray-Wcl-
Iington ('-%r. Oeorge)-got tired of voting
Liberal or Conservative. They saw that
it did not matter which part 'y was. in
power, they did not get justice;, so they
said, "A plague on both your houses;," and
for the first time in the history of the
world the Labour party came into being
and walked into the Lelgislntive Chambers
of the country. When MrY. Mlassey, the
first Labour member who took his seat in
the Legislative Assembly of Queensland,
went into the corridor andi hung up his
hat, the snobs of that day, the Liberals,
of which the lion, member for Murray-
Wellington is a direct relic, lifted their
hats from the pegs and took them down.
The Labour party have come to stay, and
they are here to stay and keep in power.
It is true there may be times of temporary
cheek.

Mr. George: Temporary aberration.
Mr. GREEN: But it is nevertheless true

that in the aggregate the Labour vote is
gamning all over the world and with the
trust force and the forces of evolution,
which are always on our side, and with the
justice which we have on our side we must
win. The leader of the Opposition was
hurling charges of corruption, thinlyreiled.
across the Chamber the other evening, and
in reply to him I say that sort of thing
might go. on unchecked as far as other
parties are concerned and such practices
may happen once or twice in connection
with the Labour party, but once a Labour

mian is found guilty of cor1ruplion out lie
goes directly. We stand for dlean polikts
and therefore we have a future. The fut-
tulre rests with the Labour party of Aus-
tralia,

Mr. MeDOWALL (Coolgardie) : I rise
with some trepidation to speak on this
occasion, because after the exhaustive
speech of the member for Kalgoorlie (Mr.
Green) I find it somewhat difficult to dis-
cover anything to talk about; hie certainly
has cut the ground from under my feet
so far as mining is concerned. I do so
also, because after having listened atten-
tively to the debate on the Address-in-
reply, I have not heard from the Opposi-
tion any very solid or sound arguments
which call for a reply. We have heardl the
hon. member for Nortlham, the leader of
the Opposition, the bon. member for K-im-
berley, the lion. member for Pingelly, the
hon. member for Katanning, and the lion.
member for Wagin speaking from the
Opposition benches.

Hon. Frank Wilson: And the hon.
member for Mfurray-Wellington.

Mr. McDOWALL: What has been the
cry of these hon. members? Stinking fish.
The cry bus been on every possible occa-
sion that this country is going to ruin in
consequence of having- a deficit of

Mr. U-nderwood: Disaster must follow.
Mr. MXcDOWALL: Disaster must fob-

low, as the hion. member interjects, and
when I realise these things hon. members
will understand my perturbation onl rising
to speak, because I said to myself, "Ils it
worth while; is it worth talking; would it
not be best of all to get out of such a
wretched country, a country which, ac-
cording to the Opposition, is going to
ruin?7" That is the feeling I possess on
this particular occasion.

'Mr. Underwood: Runt it must look a bit
painful from their point of view.

Mr. MeD OWATL:- I dare say it does.
When we have to listen to the criticism of
the members of the Opposition -we expeet
that their criticism will be at least fair and
just, but it is nothing of the kind. The
hon. member for Kimberley comes along
with a doleful tale and tells it in a plain-
tive voice, saying what will occur in the
North-West on account of the State steamn-
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era. He says that an unfortunate indi-
vidual could have got f4 a bead for cattle
in the Kimberley district, and that he sent
them to Perth, and the account sales
showed him a return of £1 6s. per head.
All this is blamed to the State steamers.
I would like to know what the State
steamers have to do with it. Any man of
business knows that we meet with misfor-
tunes of this kind on many occasions. I
have a vivid and emphatic recollection of
taking part in the land boom in Melbourne
-I confess I was one who took part in
that boom-and before we had finished
putting down our deposit or completed
the purchase we could have cleared out
with £1,500 a man, but in the end I had
to pay £300 to get rid of my liability.
This is a case of somewhat the same kind
-this man thought he could do better
by sending his cattle to Fremantle,' and
by some unforeseen circumstances, did not
do so well, but lost on the deal. Why the
State steamers should be blamed, I am
at a loss to understand. Again, let me
say that when these gentlemen criticise
members on this side of the House, they
should at least pay more attention to
facts, and should not make rash state-
ments about what the present Government
have done, and what they have not done.
When speaking last night, the hon. memn-
ber for Wagin (Mr. S. Stubbs) drew a
most pathetic picture regarding the State
steamers. The State steamers seem to he
absolutely embedded in the brains of the
Opposition-they cannot speak without
mentioning the State steamers. I do not
mind their mentioning them if they are
anything like accurate, but the hon. mem-
her for Wagin said that these stejtmers
had cost the State £200,000. Then
lie went on to illustrate what an
immense advantage it would be to
the State if this money had been spent
on agricultural railways in his own dis-
trict. I do not know that he mentioned
his own district, but his statement was
tantamount to that. The leader of the
Opposition told us that we bare lost
£30.000 on the State steamers, but I say
he is not in a position to state what the
loss is any nrr'- than I am, because with-
out a proper-profi&.n loss account and a

statement of assets and liabilities no man
can tell the position of this concern. Re-
verting to the hon. member for Wagin,
the following are the facts placed before
the House by the Premier on the 17th
October last: The "Endsa" cost £10,500;
the "'Kwinana"l £17,000; the "Western
Australia?' £39,500, but alterations,
electric light and so on ran into
another £10,500, making a total of
£50,000; and the "Una" cost £2,000,
making a capital expenditure of
£79,500. I want to ask what reason
there is for saying that there has been a
loss of £200,000 on these steamersi Tho
receipts and expenditure to the end of
July, show a deficit of £23,216 and the
total thus arrived at is £102,716, that is
putting the concern in the very worst
possible light. Then say for the sake of
argument, that there is interest at the rate
of 5 per cent. on that amount, that runs
into £3,975. Say there is depreciation at
the rate of 5 per cent., which is a reason-
able rate to allow for depreciation on a
steamer because the vessels have been kept
in fair order, and that would be done out
or revenue. Everyone knows that the life
of a steamer would be 20 years.

MAr. Male: No.
Mr. MeD OWALL: It is immaterial if

the depreciation is set down at 10 per
cent., for it means only another £3,975.
Therefore if we take capital expenditure,
interest, and sinking fund and the loss
up to the present time, we have a total of
only £110,666. What right have bon.
members to keep on making the statement
that this undertaking has involved an
expenditure of £E200,0007 The hon. mem-
ber for Wagirt, as a business man, knows
that if he started business and expended
£79,500 in machinery and plant, he -would
place that to the debit of plant and ma-
chinery account and it would stand in his
ledger as an asset. No one expects that
these steamers will pay in one year; but
what I object to most strenuously is the
class of criticism coming from business
men who know better. The leader of the
Opposition and the hon. members for
Murray-Wellington and Kimiberley know
perfectly well that they are talking non-
sense when they say that they can tell
what the loss on these steamers has been.
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I we put this loss down as I have stated.
and these figures are irrefutable-

Hon. Frank Wilson: They are wrong.
Mr. McDOWVALT1 : They are not. They

are the official figuires from the Pre-
mier's speech, and I presume the Pre-
mier 's speech is correct.

The Premier: Hlear, hear!
ion. Frank Wilson: Your calculations

-are wrong to start with.
Mr. MAeIDOWVALL: They are nothing

-of thle sort.
Mr, Male: 'Your additions are wrong.
Mr. McTIOWAIL: Even supposing

they are, just for the sake of argui-
nent-

The Premier: Do not suppose it-they
are not.

Mr. MeDON ALL: I want to allow the
bon. member to have a fling to a certain
extent; he has not had too good a time
so far as his own figures regarding the
State are concerned. When looking into
the past history of the leader of the Op-
position as the Treasurer of this State.
it is only graceful and decent to give him
a little bit of a fling.

Mr. George: Your own Sgures do not
balance.

Mr. MeDOWVALL : I do not know
about that. I have not had time to
thoroug-hly check my figures, but they
are pretty accurate.

Mr. George: They do not balance at
any r-ate.

The Premier: In any case, he is not
balancing,

Mr. MeDOWALL: The lion. member
for Murray-Wellington cannot put mec
off like that.

Mr. George: I am trying to keep you
accurate.

Mr. McDOWVALL: If the hon. mem-
ber for Mlurray-Wellington multiplies
£80,000 by 10O he will get £800,000, and
then if he divides by 100 he will get
£C8,000 which will be the interest at 10
per cent.; half, of course, will be 5 per
cent., therefore he will find at a glance
I am not far out in my figures- Still I
am not going to bandy figures or words
with these bon. members; when I have
had time to wake calculations I Shall
forgive them for correcting me. On this
psrticular occasion I want to point out

that they pretend to know what the loss
on these steamers has been. It is absurd
to suppose that a business that involves
£70,000 or £80,000 could he conducted
without outstanding accounts. It is
equally absurd to suppose that such a
business could be conducted without
owing monley. It is equally absurd
to suppose that such a business could
he conducted without a certain amount
of stock in hand, or without a certain
amount of coal in haud. When we have
these things crystallised into a profit and
loss statement and checked and balanced
with a statement of assets and liabilities,
as these hon. members know very well..
this is the only way to arrive at a profit
and loss in connection with these-trading
concerns.

Mr. George: Why not let us have it?
Mr. MteDOWALL : The lion, member

will get it as soon as possible. The hon.
member is trying to bamboozle me and to
make out that I have made a slight slip
in my figures. If I have made a slip of
the slightest possible consequence, it does
not affect the tenor of my arguments or
of the facts I have stated, and I defy any
member of the Opposition to refute the
premises upon whichl I am arguing.

Mir. George: What I want to know
is-

Mr. MeIIOWALL: Never mind what
the hen, member wants; it is not what
he wants juist at this particular juncture;
it is -what I want.

Mr. GeorgeC: You want correcting.
31r. MeDOWALL: If 1 stood as much

in need of correction as the lhon, member
for Murray-Wellington, then indeed T
would badly want it, but I do not. The
bon. muember so frequently enters into
rash arguments here that it is unwise
for him to attempt to interrupt anyone.

Mir. George: Take the figures in Han-
sard's report, and then you will be right.

Mr. MeDOWALL: I am satisfied about
the figures in Hansard; they are here, but
I am not going to waste hon. members'
time by reading them. It is unnecessary.
The facts are as I .have given them, and
there is no getting away from that. But
supposing they are not, and that they
are what were given by the member for
Wagin (Mr. S. Stnhbs) last night. 'I
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the statement of the loss of £200,000 in
capital and other expenses a fact? Is it
not in excess of nearly 100 per cent. of
the actual amount, and I use these figures
to illustrate time unfair and improper
criticism from the Opposition side of the
Rouse, and the members who use that
criticism expect the people to believe
them when they make such statements.
I think I have definitely and emphatically
shown that the statements about the loss
on the steamers are absurd. The leader
of the Opposition puts it down at
£30,000. Again I tell him that he does
not know that that is so any more than
I do. No one can possibly know until
the full accounts are made tip.

Mr. Male: 'It is about time we did
know.

Mr. McDOWALL: Suppose there is a
loss, is that a serious matter in the first
year's operations of a big concern? No-
thing of the kind. Every one knows that
a concern that runs into £80,000 or
£90,000 can well afford in its first year's
operations to lose even -a sum such as
that which has been mentioned. Let me
just point out something in connection
with the railways. If we take the report
of the Commissioner of Railways, on
page 9 we will see that this appears in
connection with the district railways-

The -results of working light lines
which have been declared district rail-
-ways under the provisions of the Gov-
ernment Railways Amendment Act,
1907, are sho.,vn in the usual form in
Appendix R. Two sections carrying a
considerable timber traffic return pro-
fits, but the net return is a deficiency
amounting to £36,44R-

WVe find on turning tip the appendix that
it is the timber which brought the profits
to nearly £e7,000, hut that there is a net
loss of £36,000 on these district railways.
Some of them are certainly mining lines,
but they are princially agricultural lines.
What I want to illustrate here, and what
I want to ask is, are we going to discon-
tinue building railways because there is a
loss upon them for a year or two? If we
are not going to discontinue the building
of railways, why should we discontinue
the steamer services which are equally

for the development of a portion of this
country?~ That I maintain is a fair and
square and proper way of looking at the
matter.

Mr. Mfale: Not at all.
Mr. 'McDOWVALL: The lion, member

say' s it is not. I would ask himn why? Is
not the steamship a carrying service just
as the railways are? Th e only difference
between the railways and the steamers is
that we have a monopoly of the railways
and we have not a monopoly of the
steamers, but in regard to our railways
we do not want a position as we find it
in America. Would members like to see
our large estates in the hands of land
jobbers, and allow them to exploit us?
We could do away with monopolies, so far
as railways are concerned, but we are not
likely to do so in regard to the steamers.

Mr. Male: The Premier said it was,
the intention of the Government to com-
pete with the steamers.

Mr. M cDOWNALL: The P~remier said
it was not the primary intention to make a
profit in connection with these steamers.
The intention was to develop the country,
and T maintain that in providing these
means of conumunication that is being
done. In any case, it is a necessary re-
form, it is part of the policy of the leader
of the Opposition. What T rose to point
out was the unfair and improper criti-
cism of members opposite. The figures
that are uised against us in connection
with these steamers are absolutely unreli-
able. I believe that the State steamship
service will prove of great advantage to
this State. That is only one illustration
of the absurd criticism of hon. members
opposite. The member for Wagin CMr.
S, Stnbs)-I am sorry hie is not here at
present-when dealing last night with
what is known as the Encla land grab,
stated that if the Premier had made an
explanation about the artesian water sup-
plies in that district some time ago, it
would have been a different matter, and
he said there were thousands of references
to this water having- been found which
were kept secret by the Premier until he
and his colleagues availed themselves of
the opportunity to get this land. That is
practically what the hion. member's refer-
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ences amounted to. Now the member for
Wagin must have a poor memory if he
does not recollect the legislation that he is
interested in going through this House
last session when we brought in the Irri-
gation Bill. It was passed through the
Legislative Assembly, but was defeated in
the Legislative Council, and in passing the
Bill we placed before the House a work
on artesian water; a copy of which I have
mn my hand. It is a report of the Inter-
.state conference held in May, 1012, and in
this work, long before the Premier took
up his land there appears a large plan,

an ey nice and interesting plan itis
It shows the great artesian basin of Aus-
tralia; it shows the artesian basin of the
North.'West, the artesian supplies in South
.Australia, and the Eucla artesian basin,
and absolutely shows it in all its naked
boldness. This is proof that it was pub-
lic property, and the document was on
the Table of this House and was open to
anyone to look at long before the Pre-
mnier thought of taking up the land.i

Mr. George: When was it on the Table
of the House7

Mr. MeDOWALL : When wre were dis-
cussing the Irrigation Bill, but it certainly
could not have been printed before the
17th May, because that was when the
conference finished. I presume it was out
shortly after the conference had finished
ius labours. Let me inform the bon. mem-
her that this basin was found not when
this documcent was printed, but many
years before. Anyone who knows any-
thing about artesian waters in Australia
will know that; yet we have gentlemen
aspersing the reputations of honourable
men anti insinuating that this informa-
tion was not known, and that it was not
available to the public. Here is a com-
plete refutation.

Mr. George: How long was the report
on the Table before the Premier took up
his land I

11r, McDOWALL: I nam not here to
answer every question that the hon. mem-
ber likes to ask. I have not had time
to ascertain that point. If the hon. mem-
ber chooses he may look up Hansard to
see when the Irri~ration Bill was intro-
duced and when the papers were placed

on the Table of the House. if lie is
competent to do that, at least I
believe he is competent, he can do
it for himself. That is enough
for him. That portion which is coloured
red on this plan is the Premier's property,
and even supposing all this were not so, I
maintain that a man should not use his
public position to take an unfair advan-
tage, but it is absurd to make such a fuss
about this land when there is nothing dis-
honest or dishonourable about the method
in which it was taken up.

Mr. George: Nothing has been charged
that way.

Mr. -McDOWALL: Throughout the
Federal elections that was insinuated
everywhere. Even within the last few
days it has been insinuated, and even on
this Address-in-reply, and it is only when
members are beginning to see that they
are on false ground that they change their
attitude and say, "I never intended to
insinuate dishonesty.'' That is the posi-
tion in connection with this alleged land
grab. Several members have pointed
out in mournful tones that the
country is going to destruction on
account of the Labour Administra-
tion, and everyone has pointed tri
the deficit, and said "Look at it, what
a terrible thing it is." The leader of the
Opposition interjected last night that the
only way to save the country was to puit
out the Government and put him in.
Everyone who has spoken has in a dole-
ful manner referred to the financial posi-
tion. Even the Sunday Times, the
official org~an of the Liberal party, came
out last Sunday with this-

On Wednesday the leader of the Op-
position returned to the attack which
he begaii at the inception of the session
and in the course of a speech which
lasted 2'4 hours he raked the Ministr~y
fore and aft and made it visibly angry.
Acute and telling was his criticism of
the administration of the finances.

That is the testimony of the Sunday
Times. Of course it is splendid in this
way-

Hon. Frank Wilson: What does the
Kalgoorlie Miner say?
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Mr. George: 'What does the Worker
say?

Mr. MODOWALL. I would recom-
mend to the lion, member's serious per-
usal what the KaJgoorlie Miner says.
The leader of the Opposition most elo-
quently tells us that the deficit antici-
pated at £287,000 had, during the year
swollen to £311,000. The Minister for
Lands the other evening, gaeufirs
showing how this deficiency has been
made up to a great extent-deferred ac-
counts outstandinig £70,727, Agricultural
Bank, arrears of interest £C24,740, Agri-
cultural Department outstanding ac-
counts £8,509, amounts owing to the
Water Supply Department £120,000 or
£130,000, increased sinking fund charges
£1,10,000, increased education expendi-
ture £ 70,090, making a total of £C403,970,
and to this the Minister might have
added increased wages to railway em-
ployees, £107,000, or in all £510,976. And
our deficiency is £C311,000. Is there
any reason for fear in a country like
this, for notwithstanding the croak-
ings of the members of the Opposition, 1
maintain that this is one of the finest
countries on earth; that our great miner-
al resources, our magnificent agricultural
resources and the various other resources
we possess, are so great that £311,000 is
a mere trifle.

Mr. George : Even your party cannot
ruin the country.

Mr. McDOWALL : Our party is not
going to ruin the country; we are going
to make it a better country for the ma-
jority of the people who are in it and
not for the minority of the people. The
official organ of the Liberal party once
miore comes out with this, "Credit bal-
ance of £107,207 in June, debit balance
of £C75,744 in July. Extraordinary P'

Nice, is it not ? To read this kind of
balderdash one would think that this
country never had a deficit before, that
the Heaven-born financiers on the Op-
position side went through their career
untroubled by a deficiency, and that
everything was nice and rosy; but let us
look at the facts. 'Ar. Rason came into
power in 1905, but I will pass him over
because he was Colonial Treasurer dur-

iug that time. Then we come to the
Moore Ministry which came into power
on the 7th May, 1900, and let me here
say that the Hon. Frank Wilson was
Colonial Treasurer from the 7th May,
1906, till the 15th May, 1909, and then
from the 15th May, 1909, till the 30th
June, 1909, or from the 7th May, 1906,
to the 30th June, 1909. Then there fol-
lowed a reconstruction of the Ministry
and Sir Newton Mfoore became Treas-
urer. Mr. Wilson again returned to the
Treasury and from the 16th September,
1910, to the 7th October, 1911, the pre-
sent leader of the Opposition was Colo-
nial Treasurer of this country. And he
does not let us forget it. He. boasts.
that he only borrowed five millions during
the six years he was in office, whilst the
Labour party have borrowed six millions
in a year or so. He lays the flattering
unction to his soul that this was a
splendid record.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You have the
wrong figures.

Mr. McDOWALL: I will hand over the
Statistical Register to the bon. member-
For May, 1906, the deficit was £83,626,
making the accumulated deficit at that
time £E102,291. In June, 1907, the esti-
mated deficit was £116,386 and the actual
deficit £208,728, or a difference between
the estimate and the reality of £92,342.
Now, where is the vast difference between
the late Ministry and the present Govern-
ment in that -respect? There is no differ-
ence, and that being so why should all this
fuss be made over the deficiency? Let
me continue. The estimate for June,
1908, was £C286,047, the actual deficit
£211,093, or a difference of £74,954.
Actually £74,954 less than the estimate t
Where does this Heaven-born financial
genius come in in those estimates? In
June, 1909, the estimate was £208,568 and
the actual deficit £312,630, or a difference
of £104,062. Again we see this great dis-
crepancy. I am only pointing these things
out because I am sick and tired of listen-
ing to speeches from the Opposition side,
eternally alluding to the deficit and mis-
takes in the Estimates, and I am only
showing that the mistakes in the Estimates

36-
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were more pronounced when the leader
of the Opposition was in power than they
are under the present Government. In
June, 1909, there was a6 surplus of
£73,313, and in July a deficiency of
£56,944. In the language of the Sunday
Times I say, "extraordinary !" To listen
to the virtuous speeches from the Opposi-
tion side and the virtuous expressions of
opinion from the Press, one would have
thought that there never had occurred in
the previous history of the State a surplus
in June and a deficit in July. Is it not
lovely? I had better complete these
figures. They get monotonous, I must
confess, hut at the same time it is just as
well to dispose of these accusations en-
tirely. In August, 1009. the deficit stood
at £e396,086. That was the highest deficit
the Liberal party ever had, I will admit,
but was there any croaking that the coun-
try was going to ruin ' Did the members
on this side then say that the country
could never recover the deficiency, and
practically make out that the State was
going to perdition? Nothing of the kind-
They endeavoured to boost up the country
and to develop its resources and to pull
the ship of State out of the troubled
waters.

Mr. Male: You took up Hansard.
Mr. McDOWAILL: Some members may

have said a little, but there was never the
cry of "1stifking fish" that has been re-
cently heard in this House.

Mr. Monger: Do not use such nasty
expressions.

Mr. MeDOWALL: As the hon. member
knows, I am usually the mildest mannered
of men and I never use offensive expres-
sions, hut my vocabulary is so limited that
I cannot find any other word suitable to
describe the language used by members on
the Opposition side. In June, 1010, the
estimated deficit was £252,450, the actual
deficit £C102,692, or a miscalculation of
£149,758. 'We cannot beat that;, it is a
glorious record. No wonder the leader of
the Opposition smiles and feels proud
of the close estimates which he made -when
he was Treasurer.

Mr. Heitmnn: What did he do with
the Monley?

Mr. McDOWALL: I will not say that
he did anything hut what was honourable
with the money. I am not attempting to
asperse anybody, but I am trying to show
that it would be well if members on the
Opposition side would he more moderate
in their criticism of the Government, or
we will start to look up things which they
will not find to their likingm. In June,
1911, the surplus was £61,164; in July
there was a deficit of £59,397. Why, this
is two occasions on which this occurred
under the Liberal Government. They
were twice as bad as we are, yet one would
never think that there had ever before
been a credit in June and a deficit in
July. Again, in the language of the
Sunday Times, I say "extraordinary I"

Mr. Monger: Why the Sunday Timesf
Give us something else.

Mr. McIYOWALL: I am very sorry for
the member for York, hut I thought he
was well aware that we look upon the
Sunday Times as the official organ of the
Liberal party. As a matter of fact, the
Sunday Times practically claims to occupy
that exalted position so far as the Lib-
erals are concerned. It has prophesied on
various occasions what would be done by
the Liberal party, and sometimes has had
the audacity to predict what would be
done by the Lahour party. In the face
of those claims I cannot help alluding to
the Sunday Times.

Mr. Monger: What about your own
official organ, the Worker?

Mr. MeDOWALL: The Sunday Times
claims to be the best paper in the world,
and to have the largest circulation of any
newspaper in the British Empire, and I
cannot understand why the Member for
York feels ashamed to be associated with
such an important publication. He ought
to be proud to he associated with the
greatest paper in the world and the one
with the largest circulation in the British
Empire. I do not propose to bother any
more about the finances, I think I have
said quite enough in connection with past
financing to satisfy the leader of the
Opposition for the present.

Mr. George: But you have not balanced
them.
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Mr. MlcDOWA.LL: They will balance
all righbt; do not worry. The statement
of facts is my own; I leave the balancing
to the lion. member. I wanted to touch
a little on the mining industry, but, as
I have already said, the member for Kal-
goorlie has completely taken the ground
from under my feet. At the same time,
it is very gratifying indeed to find that
the gold mining industry, which, after all,
is our greatest industry, has turned in an
upward direction once more. The Speech
refers to the fact that to the end of May
there was an increase of £21,998 in the
gold production compared with that for
the same period of last year. I think
that is very satisfactory indeed, and the
State shoul d be congratulated upon it. It
must be remembered that last year the
gold yield was worth £5,448,385: the gold
produced to date is valued at £112,010,493,
and the dividends paid £23,429,172;
whilst there are still 14,961 men employed
in the mining industry. Hon. members
must admit that the industry is the one
which has raised the State from its former
mediocre position to the high position it
flow occupies.

The Minister for Mines: From the
sandalwood stage.

Mr. MeDOWALL: Agriculture is cer-
tainly going forward, and I hope it will
continue to go forward, because I am one
of thoce who hold the prosperity of
the State should not he dependent on one
industry, hut that the whole State should
he inter-de,-endent. The more the agricul-
turall industry prospers the better pleased
I will be, and I hope members from the
agricultural districts will be equally
pleased as the mining industry prospers.
T have great faith in the State, so much
faith indeed that that £311,000 does not
trouble me a little bit.

Yr. Monger: What about the other
f75,0001

Mr. MeDOWALL: Unfortunately there
seems to be a disinclination on the part
of some bon. members of this House to
take the slightest trouible to look into
other matters in connection with this
State. The hon. member for York is
continually and constantly interjecting,
and when he does so he only shows what

little knowledge he has of the subject.
JDuring klw speech of the bon. member for
Kalgoorlie (Mr. Green) he interjected to
this effect: the hon. member for Kalgoor-
lie was stating that the Minister for Mines
was erecting a battery at Norseman and
the lion. member for York, with his rush-
ing in where angels fear to tread, the
same as lie has done at Esperanee, re-
marked, "What is there to do there for
a battery?"

Mr. Monger: You have these batteries.
'Mr. %feDOWALL: If the hon. member

will only look at the gold return for July
he will find that Norseman produced 4,253
ounces of gold, or nearly £17,000 worth,
and yet we have these hon. members
coming along and asking questions which
show a want of knowledge of the gold-
fields. That is a thing- which irritates me
beyond all measure, as I and most of the
members on this side of the House en-
deavour to understand something about
the great agricultural industry of the
State. We are always sympathetic when
something comes forward in the interests
of the State as a whole, but when it is a
matter of gold, which is the most potent
thing in the world, we find what a little
knowledge is possessed by some members
of the Opposition.

Mr. Monger: Are there any public
batteries there now?

Ifr. I1cDOWALL: I am addressing Mr.
Speaker just at present. I want to say
that I congratulate the Minister for Mines
upon bringing the battery system up to
date. There is no doubt it is gradually'
becoming a great system, but at the same
time I maintain that there are many trials
and troubles that prospectors have to put
np with which could be altered with the
expenditure of a very little money.
There are conditions under which they
work which should be taken into consid-
eration. There is the question of salt
water, which was mentioned by the holl.
member for Kalgoorlie, and also many
other things which come under the same
categ-ory, but I need not attempt to go
into details concerning them. I hope
sincerely that the Minister for Mines will
even atC this late hour look into the fam-
ous report of the Prospectors' Associa-
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tion which met at Coolgardie last Janu-
ary. and see if he canl attend to what is
required iii some reasonable way.

iAlember: It is a publicans' association,
not prospectors'.

Mr. McDOWALL: Its official designa-
tion is the Prospectors' Association, and
it miust ~be adnmittecl that many of the
requests are reasonable. Without weary-

inbon. members by giving details, may
I say that I sincerely hope some effort
will lie made to help the mining indus-
tr I . I sin not saying that it has not re-
ceived sympathetic treatment, as I think
it has. but at the same time it deserves a
great deal more, as one good gold mine
makes a reaft deal of difference to a
State like this; and to say that, with all
our auriferous country, we have not anl-
other Golden Mile or several Golden Miles,
is to myv mind ridiculous. f trust that
every, effort will lie made to foster this
judus ry , t o the greatest possible extent.,
I feel that it will be only doing what is
righbt in the interests of the State, as in
a large mnining populaition we find1( thle
best market for the agricultural portions
of the State.

Mr. Heitinainn You ire burying a good
manyv with) it.

Mr. 2IeDOWALl,: The hon. member
for Cue is on his pet subject again. It
agree with him that a good many do find
their graves through working in the
mining industry, and I say the Minister
for M,%ines should look into the question
of seeing the conditions made better, as
lie is endeavouring in the Mines Regula-
tion Bill to minimise the curse of con-
sumption. I may remind the bon. member
for Cite, however, that so long as gold
exists men will delve after it, and the best
thing that ('an lie done is to see that the
men wvork under thle ie4t possible condi-
tions. It oight be said by some people
that a purely agricull urall country is bet-
ter than a mixed cowl tr v. but I contend
that no lpurely' agricultural country' in the
world has ever been a ,,real country. The
great countries are those having manu-
factures. minerals, and good laud, and
among the great nations of the world
purel y nericultural countries must always
be poor to a great extent. So that tinder
the conditions which exist in this country

let us develop the mines for all they are
worth. The hon. member for Kalgoorlie
(,1r. Green) has entered into details of
the milning industry, and it would be
simply tedious for me to go over them
.again. I have in a general way given my
opinions, and have brought tinder the
notice of the Minister the report of that
conference. I ask that the Minister will
give his serious attention to the requests
contained therein. I have already ex-
ceeded the length of time that I had al-
lotted to myself for speaking on the Ad-
dress-ini-reply. hut I feel that I cannot
resume my seat without somte reference
to the Esperanee railway.

Mr. Mon01ger: Oh!
Mr. MeDOWALL: T quite appreciate

a ad tinderstand the applause and aston-
ishment caused by my mention of this
railw 'ay,

The Premier: They think you were
mientioni n the Wickepin-Merredin rail -
wvay.

Mr. \icll)OWALL: I am going to mn-
tion I he Esperance rail way, but I am not
going to labour the question.

1,r. Mlonger: Give uts the latest stat-
istics.

Y r. AMeDOWALL: I am not going to
weary hon. members in any way whatever
as thne ti me for argUing- and presenting
statistics in connection with the Esper-
ance railway is pas~t. The land on the
Esperanee line has undoubtedly been
proved, anti[the necessity for the line has
heen proved again and again, so why
keep on arguaing- about this question? I
hope some measure of justice will be ob-
tainable in connection with this matter.
The hon. member for Wagin (Mr. S.
Stubbs) in speaking on the question last
night ran this railway (lvowni to a great
extent, and in speaking on another ques-
lion-that of the steamers I think-lie,
said that if we spent £20,000 or £80,000
on the Arthur River it would be possible
to Let all the water required for the South-
West. Of course the hon. member's conl-
stitlenlev is what fie had in mind, and he
said something about running the Esper-
ance railway from east to west: he
seemed to consider there would be no ob-
jection to it if the line ran in that dime-,
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tion, bringing everything towards Perth
and the agricultural districts in the South-
West. Is that a proper and just way to
look at the question? There is no eon-
sideration for the 30,000 people on the
goldfields! They are to go righbt dowe to
Wagin or Katanning and branch out from
there to get to Esperauce, instead of go-
ing in a direct way from the goldfields,
so that miners eould take up lands, work
in the mines to keep things going, and
run down at various times to their hold-
ings. But if they* had to drag around
many miles it would lie impossible for
them to do that, and moreover it would be
quite unfair and improper. The line from
Kalgoorlie to Esperanee is one which
should be constructed, as the agricultural
worth of it has been proved beyond doubt.
Let me commend to the notice of the hon.
member for York (Mr. Monger) the re-
port drawn uip the Hon. the Minister
in another place. If he digests that and
looks at a few other facts in connection
with this important country he will be
satisfied without me entering into details.
If lie wvill do as I suggest, and has an
open mind capable of receiving facts in
connection with this matter, and does not
look at it with the jaundiced eye of pre-
judice, hie will see that the Esperance rail-
way is one that should properly be built.
We find the leading Liberal organ of this
State saying that railwvay construction
will be indefinitely delayed because Par-
liament refuses to construct the Esperane
railwvay, and we also find the Daily News,
the second in command, the paper that has
the leaderettes wvhich give hon. members
such flattering notice, saying -that there is
no justification in spending money in
that direction.

Hon. W. C. Angwin (Honorary Min-
ister) : Have we had a speech in this
House from the writer of those articles?

Mr. MeoOWALL: Oh yes, environ-
ment makes a great deal of difference. I
think that in connection with this matter
there should be a unanimous desire on the
part of the Liberal party to put this line
through. Over and over again we have
passed agrricultural railways in all direc-
tions without a murmur. I want to say
it is not a question of passing this par-

ticular Bill in this House. ,We know it
will pass here readily enough, but I think
the spirit of the Liberal members and
the farming members in this House should
go forth and permeate their colleagues in
another place so that this railway might
be constructed.

Mr." Monger: On a three and a half
bushel return.

Mr. -MoDOWALL: The hon. member
knows his figures have been disproved
and if I were to look at the latest Statis-
tical Register I could still further dis-
prove them. They say that the Govern-
ment have put only this line on the pro-
gramme, but it is no use putting dozens
of railway piroposals down. Other im-
portant railway measures have been
passed and it will take a long time to
construct those particular lines. Let hon.
members show they' are just and fair to-
wvards the goldfields and towards this
long needed Esperance line, aud I can
assure them we will be even more
sympathetic with them in the future
than we have been in the past. I admit
it will he difficult to be more sympathetic
because we on the goldfields are men of
the world and realise the importance of
the agricultural industry. I1 shall leave
the question of tile Esperanee railway
now hoping that the few words I have
said will bear at least some fruit in the
Liberal field. There is another small
matter I want to mention. Hon. mem-
bers have heard of the historical town
of Coolgardie. the town which made
Western Australia famous throughout
tile world. I might say it is one of the
nicest towns in Western Australia;
everyone will admit that. We know it
has met with a little misfortune, but as
has heen pointed out the output of gold
has recently been greater than at any time
during the past six years. The place is
now advancing rapidly. In consequence
of being the real centre of the goldfields
it obtained every concession in the early
days, but some how, one by one, these
concessions are ,rapidly disappearing.
There is one. however, a last one, which
we do not think ought to be removed. I
allude to the _Mines Water Supply work-
shops. These workshops are situated on
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-a splendid piece of ground. They are
used for distributing stores to Norseman
and to Southern Cross and all over the
gold fields. The camel paddocks are in
-close proximity to the workshops and
they are easy of access to the railway,
in fact in every possible way they are in
an ideal position. It is now contempla-
ted on the beore of economy to remove
these workshops, and the people of Cool-
gardie say that while these workshops
may be of no consequence to Kalgoorlie,
-their removal from Coolgardie would be
:a serious mnatter to that town. The
cutrse of centralisation, they say, kills the
country. We see the curse of central-
isation in connection with the Esperane
railway. Why should everything be e-
tralised in the larger townsY7 Central-
isation in Kaltroorlie is as bad as it is
in Perth. We say that the saving which
-will be effected will be trivial. It is esti-
-mated that there will be a capital ex-
penditure of £1,000 to remove these
-works, but the people in Coolgardie say
that the cost will be over £3,000. Sup-
posing it does Post that, what is going to
-be the advantage of the removal of the
shops to Kalgoorlie I Their removal will
throw out of occupation houses which
are the property of the Government, and
'houses which have been built by the men
'who are now in occupation of them, and
they ask, I think with reason, what effect
-the amalgamation will have in connec-
tion withi the residences of private per-
sons within the vicinity of the shop;,
and also what the effect will be on the
Coolgardie employees who are property
holders, to be removed to Kalgoorlie. I
'know that to some people this is a very
-small matter. That might be true, but
it is not a small question to the
town which now ought to have every
reasoiiobke consideration, so long as that
,constideration is not at the undue expense
,of the taxpayers. I have taken this op-
portunity of bringing the grievance for-
-ward in the hope that the Minister for
'Works, even at this late period, will see
'his way to allow the shops to remain in
'Coolgardie. I think that the saving to
effected by the removal will be infinites-
mni. As a matter of fact, we all know,

at any rate those of us who have had
experience, know, that estimates are
easily exceeded, and if the estimates are
exceeded by any considerable amount
the saving will be so trifling that perhaps
it will be committing a wrong to remove
the shops. , We hope, and we have
rounds to -hope, that Coolgardie will

come again. We know its wealth lies
hidden, but that undoubtedly it is there,
and that being so, we say what use is it
shifting these workshops when probably
in a few years time it -will be necessary
to take them back again or provide other
workshops for the town. I do not think
it necessary to enlarge on this question,
hut I do sincerely hope that the Minis-
ter for Works will take note of my re-
marks and endeavour to do what the
people of Coolgardie consider is the
right thing and not keep on taking
away, day after day, this little thing and
the other. It is only a few months ago
that the Mines Water Supply Depart-
ment and the Gold fields Water Supply De-
partment were amalgamated. A few men
-were taken away from Coolgardie, and
so it goes on from time to time. We
say there is no occasion for the
centralisation and that it would be wise
to let the shops remain where they are.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: If they take another
man or two away they will have to close
another public house.

Mr. MeDOWKALL: I am -not speaking
about the public houses, I am speaking
for the people of Coolgardie. I am not
going to labour the question any further.
I hope the Minister for Works, and Cab-
inet for that matter, will look into this
question very seriously and if there are
no overwhelming reasons for the removal,
that the requests of the people of Cool-
gardie will be acceded to. I have ex-
hausted my first lot of notes, but I will
take mercy on hon. members and will not
proceed with my second line of defence;
I have it here only in case of accidents.
In 'conclusion, let me congratulate the
Government on the improved prospects
of the State, the possibility of a good
harvest and the prosperity I feel con-
vinced will follow. I am sure it is only
the game of politics which makes our
friends yonder croak. They believe with
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us that the country is great, that railways
should be built, that we have only to tickle
the soil to a certain extent and that our
deficit will disappear, bat out of pure
cussedness they tell us that there is no
salvation except by placing them on the
Treasury bench. I believe the present oc-
cupants of the Treasury bench are quite
capable of guiding the destinies of this
country, and I feel sure that in a short
time we will find ourselves out of deep
water sailing along smoothly, and that
the prosperity of the State will be as-
snured.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY (M1oore) .Hon.
members on the Government side have
occupied nearly four hours of our atten-
tion this evening. so that I trust I may
ask the House to bear with me for a
short time while I give my views with
regard to the position of the country
as it appears to inc. I am pleased to
be following two members who repre-
sent the mining industry of this State.
No one knows better than I do what
the mining industry has done for WVest-
era Australia. There was a time when
I was intimately connected with that
industry. It might not be known per-
haps to those bon. members or many
of them who sit on the Ministerial side
of the House, that I was the first to
start the public battery system of which
they speak so highly at this juncture.
I was the first to start one of the batteries
on the goldfields and I was proud to
ho able to do that. I am also pleased
to know the great advantage these
batteries have been to the State. A
few words that fell from one of the
Ministers this evening reminded me
also of the fact that the School of Mines
which exists in Kalgoorlie at the present
time was started by myself. I am
pleased to know that that school has
proved of such advantage to the minng
industry, because I know full well at
the time the school was started in Kal-
goorlie there was a very strong feeling
on the part of many that it should be
established in Perth. I held the view
that the proper place was the capital
of the goldfields. I bad my way, the
school was started there, and I in glad
to hear that it has proved of such benefit

to the State. I make these remarks
perhaps to show hon. members that I
am not out of touch with their ideala
regarding the mining industry ; at ther
same time they know this, that although
at any rate I -have that feeling of regard
for the mining industry. I represent one
of the most liberal constituencies in
Western Australia, and that my coi-
stituents ilil agree that I cant afford
to be generous to the Governent which
sits in opposition to me to-night. I
th-.ink I may also on this occasion, or
at any rate at this juncture of the sitting
of Parliament, and I do not think it
would be out of place to do so, thank
the M1inisters of the Crown for the cour-
tesy they have always shown me as aj
representative of anx agricultural district
and as a Liberal representative in this-
House. In the earlier part of this debate
hon. members were twitted with bring-
ing too much of the personal element,
into the discussion. In the earlier
part of my Parliamentary career we
were nearly alt twitted about being too
parochial. I ami pleased to think that
at this stage of the proceedings we have,
drifted gradually from the personal to
the parochial element, because for my
own part I would prefer to be parochial
rather than personal. Much has been
said with regard to the question of the
Premier of this State taking up land-
in the Ends- district. Now, I am one
of those who do not think for one moment
that the hon. gentleman was possessed
of any knowledge that was not open to
the rest of the people of the State, if they
had chosen to look for it, when he took
uip this country in the Eucla district.
When I heard that the Premier and
some of his colleagues had taken up
this country, I said to myself, " Al
power to him," and I thought to myself,
" IXow the Prem-ier is going to be one of
US.',

(MUr. Price took the Chair.1

The Premier:. You nominate me as a.
member of the pastoralists' association.

Hon. H1. B. LEFROY: But this is
what we object to ; the Premuier is incon-
sistent. His party, not only in the
'House, but always on the hustings, were
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running down all those who acquired
large areas of land. They were con-
tinually howling about the bloated
squatter, about the quantity of land
that individuals had ; but here we find the
Premier blossoming out into a full-
blown squatter, and I hope in the course
of time that he will even be a bloated
squatter. I wish the hop, member
every possible success, but I do think
he is inconsistent, and that if he wished
to be true to all the principles of his party
the hon. gentleman had no right to take
up that land.

The Premier: That is absurd.
Hon. H. B. LEFEQY: And this is the

-opinion of the party I represent here
in this House. We admit that the hon.
gentlemen on the other side of the House
are as sincere in their convictions as we
-are, but we like them to be consistent,.
and we like to see them carry out in
-their own private lives the policy they
preach publicly. The member for Kal-
goorlie (Mr. Green), has said this even-
ing that he was pleased to find that when
the Premier went to London he was
well received as a Labour representa-
tive, and that the right hon, gentleman
who has just relinquished the reins of
office in the Federal Parliament was also
thought highly of in the Old Country.
I am pleased to think so, and I am quite
sure that the' Premier of this State has,
in his personality alone, sufficient to
imbue the people of England with the
conviction that he is a good sample of
an Australian. The hon. gentleman is
a very different gentleman in England
from what he is in Western Australia.
When we find him in Englend he is. a
much bigger man than when in Western
Australia, big as he is here. In England
he talks in a broad-minded way, talks
about filling all the waste places in, this
vast territory. Hie talks in that way
because he knows it appeals to the people
of the Old Country. But in the Gov-
ernor's Speech I find no word about
fliling up the waste spaces of the State.
We do not see anything in the Governor's
Speech of any well-organised. immigration
policy, a policy which I consider is vital
to the interests of this country, and a
policy which I know appeals more than

anything else to the financiers of the
Old Country ; because they do not gauge
our strength or our ability to pay in-
terest on our loans by our enormous
territory or our broad acres, but by the
people of the country.

'The Premier: Not by that alone.
Hon. B. B3. LEFRiGY: And whilst

we are continuing to barrow, those
financiers of the Old Country, from
whom mainy we get our money, want
to see us actually filling up these vast
spaces. I am pleased to think that the
hon. gentleman visited the Old Country,
and I think it is quite right that he
should do so. To my mind the Premier
of the State, when he has the opportunity
should visit the Old Country. I amn
not going to say it broadens his mind,
because I hope the Premier has a mind
which is scarcely in need of broadening;
but I am sure that coming into touch
with the people of the outside world
must assist him considerably in the
duties he has to carry out. The hon.
gentleman told the people of this country
on his return that he had been able to
tell the people of England that we have
a sinking fund attached to our loans,
and that he had been able to tell them
that the money we borrowed was spent
in reproductive works. WVell now, the
the people of London, the financiers from
whom we get our mnoney, did not require
to be told this, and the hon. gentleman
knows it very well. I do not believe
the Premier's visit to London had any
effect upon the loan which was floated
about that time. Our State, like other
States, has to go on the market at a
times when opportunity offers, and when
the time had arrived when Western
Australia should go on the market, the
people at Home did not require to be
told that we had a sinking Fund. Such
information always appears mn our rq
pectus, and the prospectus lays. it down
distinctly what money is to be borrowed,
and, further, that it is to be borrowed
for reproductive works. Nevertheless,
I am sure it has been reassuring, at any
rate, to the people of the Old Country,
to find that the Premier was not at heart,
at any rate, the wrecker that at times
members of the Labour party are repre-
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dented to be. The member for KCal.
goorlie (Mr. Green) has said that main-
bers on this side of the House have
spoken in depreciation of this country.
Now I have never heard any word of
depreciation of this country from mem-
hers on this side. Hon. members on
this side know full well what this country
is capable of, but they do not believe
that the policy of the party which is now
in power is in the best interests of the
State. It is not the individuals that the
party on this side of the House object to,
but it is the policy of the present Gov-
emnaent, and mainly the socialistic
policy of the present Government which
members of our party object to- The
member for Kalgoorlie informed the
House that he wag a socialist. Well,
I like a man to be frank and honest, and
am pleased to know exactly what the
hon. member is. I may tell the House
that I am not a socialist, ad that the
members of the Liberal party are not
socialists.

The Premider: Why you started the
State batteries, and you inaugurated a
State school.

Mir. Underwood: And you started the
State mills.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I cannot
answer all these questions at once. You
may cal anything socialism, but what
I wish to imply is that where socialistic
enterprise interferes detrimehtally with
the interests of private individuals who
are struggling to benefit themnselves,
then socialistic enterprises are wrong,

The Premier: The Railways, the Post
Office, the State batteries, all interfere
'with private enterprise.

Hon. H. B, LEFROY:- Never.
Mr. Heitmann: Our State Education

Department does, and always has done.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I would like
to say I am opposed, and this party is
opposed, to any of these socialistic
enterprises which interfere with the
individual energy and enterprise of the
people. If this country is to be de-
veloped it will not be on the lines of
socialism. If the best is to be got out
of the people of the country they must
beo encouraged to feel that when the
fruits of their energy have ripened, those

fruits will not be wrested from them.
A feeling which is rampant throughout
the country, and which is at the present
moment most detrimental to the interests.
of the country, and at the same time
detrimental to the interests of the Gov-
ernment now in power, is that no matter-
how far an individual may go, no matter
what he may acquire, as soon as he has,
got a position for himself, and as soon
as by his energy, hard work and thrift,.
the fruits. are within his reach, those.
fruits will be wrested from him in somne,
way or other. We have been told this
in more ways than one; it has been told
us by inference and in fact, that this is the.
policy of the party now in power. We
have been told about the bleeding pro-
cese. What is it ? It is simply that
when the people have acquired by their
own energy positions in this country,
the fruits of their labour are to be wrested.
from them.

Mr. Heitmann: Have you ever been
interfered with by these schemes ?

Hon. B. H. LEFROY: That is net
the point. I am not speaking on behalf
of myself, but on behalf of the country,
and I consider this socialism gone mnad
is not in the best interests of Western
Australia. I say without hesitation that;
at present there is a want of confidence,
by people in the country. There is a
feeling of mistrust. It is not that they
are afraid of the country. They know-
that it is a great country and capable
of great things. We want the people
of the State to feel confidence in the.
country, and if that mistrust which the
people feel at the present time could be,
removed I am certain the country woul1d.
go ahead by leaps and bounds in a way
it never did before. Some hon. mem-
bers and those whom they represent
say that what is required is the
workman's hand. We want the work-
man's hand. I recognise the nobility
of work as well as anybody, but at the
same time we want the ability to guide,
the hand, and we want the money to
pay the worker. This lack of employ-
ment in Western Australia at the present
time is largely due to the fact that those,
who have interests in the country are
fearful of spending money in developing
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those interests, because they do not
know at what moment by some legislation,
taxation or otherwise, the fruits of their
labour will be wrested from them.

Mr. Heitmann: That is a mere state-
ment.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: It is a fact,
and even the supporters of members on
the Government side are beginning to
feel it. They are beginning to feel that
there is not that confidence in the
development of the country that there
should be.

Mr. Heitmann: Was there less con-
fidence during Fisher's time than pre-
viously?

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I know that
a good many people who own land
are careful not to spend money on
that land. Perhaps they have not the
money of their own to spend, and they
require to borrow it, but those fromn
whom they wish to borrow have not
the confidence in the country that
they ought to have, and consequently
the owners are not able to carry out
the developments which they otherwise
would. Since Parliament last met this
country has passed through a most
trying experience, and I fully recognise
the difficulties the Government of the
day have had to contend with. We
have had one of the most devastating
droughts in the pastoral areas of the
State that we have ever experienced.

Mr. Underwood: Are the Labour
party responsible for that ?

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I do not say
the Government are responsible for that.
I say I recognise fully that the Govern.
mont have had a difficult time in the
past owing to this fact, but I am pleased
to say the drougl~t is breaking up, and
notwithstanding the fact that in the
older settled districts they had a
magnificent harvest, in the far eastern
districts the settlers have had a very
trying period. We have to pass
through these periods in Australia
from time to time, but the dry period is
now over, and I believe we shall have
nothing but prosperity in this country
for sme time to come. Yet that
prosperity is not likely to be as great as
it should be if the Government follow

to its ultimate goal the policy which
we on this side feel they are engaged in.
Now, with regard to the railways in
Western. Australia, I think that it is
unwise to settle people in country years
before the railway is likely to come to
them. When the Government are satis-
fied that an area of country is suitable
for agricultural purposes they should
at once start to build a railway to it,
and the people would go with the line.
In the past the policy has been to put
the people there first and the railway
afterwards. My opinion is that the
best way is to put the railway there,
and let the people follow it. I am
certain that anybody engaged in a
business of that kind would adopt the
policy I am indicating. When the
railway goes with the people they are
able to take their plant to their holdings
without having to drag the whole of
it over difficult roads, and also their
produce and the seed they require for
the fir-st few years. The history of the
past has been that large areas of land
have been thrown open for settlement,
people have rushed this land seeing that
it had the Government brand on it,
and believing that a railway would
shortly go there, and in many instances
they have had to develop their country
for three years before the railway reached
them.

Mr. Underwood: How far out did
McGibbon go. or Walter James, or
Glowery. or I ?

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I know many
farmers have suffered a great deal on
this account and lost all the capital
they had in endeavouring to keep on
the land for some years before the
railway got there. We know at the
present time there is a large area of
country known as Dalwallinu on which
people have been for three or four years,
expecting a railway to come to them.
Many of them have been disheartened
and have left the district. Now 1 am
pleased to believe that the railway will
soon be there and I hope that it will
be a success. In other places railways
are proposed, and I often think that
sometimes they are authorised too soon.
The Government of the day know that
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it is not in their power to carry out a
railway because the finances wil not
admit of it, and I think it would be
better in the interests of the country
and of the people themselves that
they should be seized of that knowledge
and feel that it was no good Parliament
authorising a railway until the Govern-
ment were mn a position to build it. It
sounds well to pass through the House
railway Bill after railway Bill, but it
would be better if, before encouraging
people to go into those localities, we
were quite certain when the railway
would get there. Ministers are placed
mn a very awkward position indeed.
I know full well they are often asked
when the railways are to be started,
and sometimes they make promises.
On occasions these promises are made in
absolute good faith, but the Ministers
are not able to fulfil them, because the
finances .'of the State will not permit
them to do so. It would be better for
the Ministers if they had not to put
themselves in that position. There is a
railway authorised to Mount Marshall.
The people are languishing for the line,
but they havo no guarantee when it
will be built. Some twelve months ago
a railway was authorised from Bolgart
northwards, but nothing has yet been
done. It would have been better if
the authorisation had been -withheld for
another twelve months and then the
people would not have been misled. They
would like to know for certain if they
were to wait one year or two years before
the railway would reach them, and if
they knew that they would be in a better
position to deal with their holdings,
and would know exactly where they
were.

Mr. Taylor : It is not a new departure.
All Governments have done the same.

Hon. H. B3. LEPEOY: I1 am aware
it is not a new policy, but it should be
altered. We on this side of the House
and the Liberal party disapprove of
enterprises which are likely to interfere
with the development of private business
on legitimate lines. We have State
butcher shops, and we are told that
these butcher shops are to be placed
in every town in Western Australia.

If Perth is to have a Government butcher
shop why should not Kalgoorlie and
Bunbury also have one ? Subiaco has
a State butcher shop, and why should
not every section of the community be
placed in the same position if it is a
good one ? But I do not think it is a
good policy, because it is interfering with.
the enterprises, of those individuals
who in these places have started busi-
nesses in the interests of themselves
and those with whom they trade. In
Subiaco the Government have started
a small butcher shop, and what is that
shop doing? I do not know anything
of the conditions there, but I suppose it
will interfere with some butcher who
is established there, and I presume the
object is to cut this butcher out. I do
not think that is fair. Moreover, I do
not believe for one moment that this
policy is going to cheapen the price
of meat. We know full well that of all
businesses conducted in this State that
which has paid the individual the least
has been butchering. It is one of the
most difficult businesses to carry on at
a profit, and I am sure the Government
will find that out to their cost sooner
or later.

Mr. Munsie -Why has it been uni-
profitable to the butcher ?

Ron. H. B. LEFROY: If the hon.
member asks the butcher the butcher
will be able to give him more information
than I canl on the subject, but there
have been more failures among butchers
mn business in Western Australia, I
believe, than among people connected
with any other line of business, and that
serves to show that there is not a great
deal to be made out of butchering. Then
we have the question of day labour.
Hon. members supporting the Govern-
ment are pledged to day labour.

.11r. Munsie: - We believe in it.
Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I do not

doubt that hon. members believe in
it. We, members of the Opposition,
represent those who to a large extent
employ labour. Many of us hare em-
ployed labour for years ourselves, and
many of us have gained the confidence
of workmen, end although perhaps
members on the other side of thle Housc
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might not believe or recognise the fact,
everyone on this side knows full well
that if we wish to get the best and the
most for our money we should adopt
contract every time. The roads boards
know full well if they want to get the
best for their money it is contract every
time. The individual knows full well
that if he wants to get his land cleared,
or ring-barked, or fenced, or a well
put down, the way to do it is by contract
every time, and moreover I believe that
the workmen, at any rate in the rural
industries, prefer the contract system.
There is something that appeals to
workmen in the contract system. Some
of us Providence has made weakly ; to
some Providence has given great ability.
and to some of us Providence has given
great physical strength. My opinion is
that the man of great physical strength
has been given it to be used, and the
man who has great physical strength
should be allowed to use it in his work
if he wishes to do so.

Mr. Foley: There is nothing to
prevent an employer under the day
labour system from giving that man
more because he is a better man.

Hon. H. B. LEFEQY: I am glad
the hon. member touched on that point
because it will be found in every direction
in the country, where wages are not
fixed, that men are paid according to
their ability to work.

Mr. Mullany: They only fix a inimrum.
Hon. H1. B. LEFROY: There wre many

men who are good honest workers and
whom those engaged in rural industries
will employ by day labour on certain
work and pay high wages, and it pays
to give as high wages as the men in the
mining industry earn. I have known
many instances of where men engaged
in work in rural industries have been
paid w'ages equal to those paid for
mining. In fact, where I have know a
man to be a good honest workman I
have paid him the same money as he

.would be paid if lie were working in
a mine.

Mr. Mullany: No one would comflain
about that.

M r. Foley!± They would eulogise
you for doing so.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: A man ought
to be paid according to his ability to
work, and the Liberal party consider
it is not in the best interests of the
country that these great public works
of ours should be carried out under the
day labour system. I think that is
one of the important planks in the plat-
form of the party opposing us to which
we most object, excepting perhaps those
questions of social concern. This ques-
tion has connected us intimately with
the development of this country and we
feel that that policy is detrimental to the
interests of the country, and it is likely
to cost a great deal more to develop
the country uder these conditions than
it would under the contract system.
We have perhaps five great primary
industries in this State. I will mention
the pearling industry as I would not
like to offend the hon. member for
Rimberley (Mr. Male), and there are
also the agricultural, mining, pastoral,
and timber industries. To encourage
these should be the main object of the
Government.

Afr. Munsie: Which they have done.
Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I believe the

country fully recognises this-
Mr. Underwood: What about the

liquor industry ?
Hon. H. D. LEFROY: I do not care

a rap about the liquor indistry, and if
there was no liquor in the country it
would not trouble me. I think it has
done more to harm. our race than any-
thing else I know of. Although I am not
a teetotaller. I consider that, at any
rate, I am a temperate man. The
Government are doing a great deal to
encourage the agricultural industry.

Mr. Munsie: A great deal more than
any other Government.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: I congratulate
the Government, and as a i-epresentative
of the agriculturists I wish to be generous
to the Government. I think they are
doing everything in their power to
assist this great industry. We have an
Agricultural Department, certainly it
was established by the Liberal Party, but
the present Government have not ait-
tempted in any way to shut the doors
of that department, but have endeavoured
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to assist it in every possible way. I
think the department is a credit to
Western Australia, and I think the ex-
perts we have are most useful to our
farmers. Hand in band with the work
which is going on in the Agricultural
Department and the work which is
being done by the agriculturists them-
selves, if confidence could only be re-
turned to the country, that confidence
which the country needs so much,
Western Australia will develop to such a
degree that it has never developed before.

Mr. Munsie: It will if the leading
Liberals will only stop crying " stinking
fish."

Mr. Monger: Do not cry like that.
Air. Munsie: I do not care what the

hon. member for York says.
Hon. H. B. LEFROY: In view of

the words I have addressed to the House
I ain sure that I cannot have failed to
impress hon. members with the belief
that I have every confidence in this
country. I hope, too, that the Govern-
ment will offer that assistance to the
mining industry that I think the mining
industry in every way requires. I would
like to see something more done--
though having administered the Mines
Department I know how difficult it is-
to encourage prospecting. Good pros-
pecting is what we want at the present
time in Westeui Australia. 'I have the
belief, and I hear of someone in the old
country having a dreamn the other day,
that a second Kalgoorlie would be
discovered in Western Australia in the
next 12 months.

Mr. Munsie: I believe it is in Ora
Banda now.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: If we ex-
perienced such a discovery it would
give such a fillip to this country that we
would hardly know it. I would like the
Minister to give every possible en-
couragement to the prospector.

Mir. Monger: Hear, hear!I
Hon- H. B3. LEFROY ± I know that

many of the old prospectors have gone.
The prospector is a class of his own.
Many of them have gone and, alas,
gone for ever, but at the same time 3I
believe there are still those who have
the strength And energy, and would be

prepared to prospect this country, men
who have the knowledge, if they were
only offered the necessary assistance.
No money can be better spent in this
country than money spent in assisting
the prospector to go and search for the
gold which all those who know the
enormous extent of auriferous country
in Western Australia consider must
exist below the surface, and has not yet
been discovered. I want to mention
this because, as an agricultural repre-
sentative. I desire hon. members support-
ing the Government to feel that not
only I, but those with whom I am
associated, the old residents of Western
Australia who know what this country
was years ago, realise that they have
everything to thank the mining in-
dustry for, and we feel that the mining
industry uplifted Western Australia as
if in a night from a position of insignifi-
cance to a position of importance among
the States of Australia. We recognise
this and we want to feel that the mining
industry is working hand in hand with
the agricultural industry, but strange
to say, whatever the reason is I do not
know, ever since I entered parliament
in 1892, mining members have always
been opposed to the agricultural memn-
bers.

Mr. Foley: No.
Mr. Monger: Yes.
Hon. H. B. LEFROY: Then I Will

say the mining members have always
been in opposition to the agricultural
members, though, strange to say, the
interests of the two ought to be common
in every way. If the agricultural in-
dustry is prospering it is to the advantage
of the mining industry because it cheap-
ens the produce used, white, if the mining
industry is prospering, it provides a
market for the people who raise the
produce and it gives a fillip to business
generally.

Mir. Foley: Have you known one
mining man to have voted against an
agricultural railway?

Mr. Monger: Yes.
31r. Foley: Name him.
Mr. Monger: Monger, against the

Esperance railway.
.Mr. Foley: Are you aminingm-anl?
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Hon. H. B. LEFROY: This is one of
the factors which is causing a feeling
of unrest and lack of confidence on the
part of members sitting in opposition
in regard to the Government of the
present day. Those with vested in-
terests, be they small or be they large, feel
that the policy of the Government is that
constant amelioration of the social con-
ditions 'of the labouring classes must
be effected at the sole and exclusive
expense of other classes than which no
doctrine, in the words of Mr. Asquith,
the Prime Minister of England, is more
fatail to the sound principles of demo-
cratic government.

Mr. Underwood: Give us Lloyd George
on land.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: No doctrine is
more contrary to the true principles of
democratic government than that the
interests of one party or class of people
should be exploited entirely at the
expense of the interests of another class.

Mr. Green: Hear, Hear! We en-
tirely agree with that.

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: We on this
side of the House have felt and those
with vested interests in this country have
felt of late years that their interests
are to be exploited for the interests of
some other class. If hon. members
on the other side of the House can re-
lieve that feeling, I am sure they will not
only be doing good to the workers of
Western Australia, but would be doing
a great work in the interests of Western
Australia itself. -

Mr. Green: Do not you think that that
is a bit of a bogey?7

Hon. H. B_ LEFROY: The Premier
said that hon. members on this side of
the House represent the interests of a
few only, but we claim that we are not
here for the interests of a few. We are
here as the true democrats of Western
Australia. We are here, not in the
interests of one section of the community
but in the interests of the people and of
all the people.

Mr. Munsie:; Why do not you ad-
vocate the reform of the Upper House ?

Hon. H. B. LEFROY: The Liberal
party has been called by the Premier " a
rabble." I regret that such words should

come from an hon. gentleman occupying
the position he does.

Mr. George :I think he is ashamed
Of it.

Mr. Mansie: He has no reason to be.
Hon. H. B. LEFROY - The time will

come when the so-called " rabble " will be
seen as a great army which will march
to power sad establish a Govern-
ment in which the people of this country
will have entire confidence. and that
Government will develop this country
to the extent which we on this side of
the House knew it is capable of being
developed.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWTN: (Honorary
Minister):; To hear the gentleman who
has just sat down speak makes one think
how little he knows of the views of the
people of Western Australia. It shows
clearly that he is entirely out of touch
with the opinions of the large majority
of the people of this State. If he- were
not, he would not have concluded his re-
marks in the manner he has just done.
The hon. gentleman in speaking made
use of the words, " It is not the indi-
viduals on the Ministerial aide of the
House but their policy that members of
the Opposition object to." When we
hear the remarks that have been made
from almost every member opposite,
we come to the conclusion that it is
the individual whom they oppose equally
with the policy. Is it not being con-
tinually thrown up to us, "How can
anyone expect men who come from the
bench, the mine, and from all classes of
manual labour, carry on the destinies
of this State?7" It has been contended
repeatedly by hon. members opposite
that even the Premier himself has not
the ability to occupy the honourable
position in which the people have placed
him.

Mr. Monger: I have never heard that
from this side of the House.

Hon. W. C. ANGWTN (Honorary
Minister): That has been the opinion
of nearly every member who has spoken
from the Opposition benches, and when
we realise that this was their principal
topic, we can only come to the one con-
clusion that it is the individual as much
as the policy they are opposed to. The
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hon. member for Moore said in his belief
the policy of the Government in the build-
ing of railways should be to put down
the railways first for the people to follow.
All I can say is that I hope that when
the Government bring down a Bill for
the Esperance railway the hon. mnem-
ber wiil put into practice what he preaches
because the Goveranent are of opinion
that the land there is of a quality that
warrants development, and once the
railway is built the people will follow its
construction.

Mr. Monger: Will your figures prove
that ?

Hon. W. C. AINGWIN (Honorary
Minisfter): We will prove it directly.

Mr, Ifunsie: Give us the railway and
we will quickly prove it.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN:t (Honorary
Minister) : There is another matter which
I think it is necessary to refer to. I
was greatly surprised when the leader of
the Opposition was addressing this As-
sembly to hear him refer to the appoint-
mnent of the manager of the State Steam-
ship Service, 2%r. Sudholz, and say it
was because the latter had assisted me
at the last State election. I would ask any
hon. member present what chance would
any one in the position of an account-
ant in the Adelaide S3teamship Company
have to support or assist any member of
this side of the House at a State or any
other election ? The position would he
that in a very short space of timne that
gentleman would be looking for some
other employment, and although the
hon. member refused to withdraw his
statement, I want to say I had never
spoken to Mr. Sudholz up to the time
the advertisements had been placed in
the Press for a manager to control our
stoeamship service. I want to go further,
and say that that gentleman did not live
in the East Fr'emantle electorate until.
a few months prior to the last general
elections, so the hon. mnember will realise
that when he thrusts out insinuations of
this kind it proves clearly what is the
policy he has followed in the past. 'Mem-
bets. of the Opposition have repeatedly
referred to the Governor's Speech as not
dealing with immigration ; they have
asked repeatedly what is the policy of

the Government with reg-ard to inuni-
gration, and whiether the UAovu-rnment
intend to stop immiigration. TILPy haIve
pointed out that the Premier when he
visited England took certain act ion, and
that the action taken by the Premier
was necessary in the best interests of
Western Australia. I want to remaind
hon. members that during the financial
year 1911-12 the number of persons who
came to this State as assisted and nom-
inated immigrants amounted approxi-
mnately to 10,000. During 1912-13 the
number of perons who camne to this
State as nominated and assisted inuni-
grants was 7,159, Of this number, there
were 5,525 who were nominated and
1,634 who were assisted, and the total
number is made up of 2,226 males over
the age of 12 years. 2,650 females over
the age of 12 years (including 400 do-
mestics) and 2,273 children under 12
years of age. In regard to this matter,
I wish hon. members to take notice of
these figures, and remember the fact
that the last two years were ndmnittedly
the worst Western Australia had ever
experienced as far as its agricultural and
pastoral industry is concerned. Al-
though a number of men were not able
to develop their holdings we see that
no fewer than 17,000 people have
come into thi s State as assisted im-
migrants, and yet to-day we have
very few unemployed in Western Aus-
tralia. It is true that just before the
election for the Legislative Council, about
12 or 13 months ago, an unemployed
agitation was brought into Perth, and
again, justprior to the Federal elections,
an unemployed agitation was likewise
brought about in Perth. But, when
we consider those who were responsible
for that, and when we consider the action
of the gentlemen sitting on the Opposi-
tion benches, then we can see that so far
as the unemployed difficulty at that
time was concerned, Western Australia
had never been in a better position in
the matter of employment throughout
the State. It was purely an election
dodge and I want to say that at almost
every unemployed meeting the leader
of the unemployed was followed to the
office of the leader of the Opposition-
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[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]

M1r. Mlonger : Mr. Speaker, may
I ask the Honorary M1inister to refrain
from making these absolutely incorrect
statements ?

Mir. SPEAKER: May I ask the hon.
member for York to refrain from in-
terruption.

Hon. W. C. AXGWIN (Honorary
Mlinister)': If anything confirms ray
statement it is. the objection that has
been lodged by the hon. member. The
immidgration policy of the present Govern-
ment has not in any way brought about
an unemployed problem in We3tern
Australia, and when we cast our eyes.
around and compare the state of affairs
that existed two years ago, I think I am
safe in saying that there has never been
greater prosperity among the workers
of Western Australia than during the
last two years. I remember when in
going through the metropolitan area you
could see dwellings vacant in ahnost
every street. What is the position
to-day ? We know that rents have gone
up and they have been increased because
there are not sufficient dwellings for the
people residing in the metropolitan
area. We know that the prosperity
brought about by the advent of the
present Government is such that every
landlord to-day ought to praise the
Government for the action they have
taken in regard to the development of
Western Australia. The question of
immigration brings me to some remarks
of the hon. member for Katanning (Mr.
A. E. Piesse) and the matter, I think
was also referred to last night by the
hon. member for Wagin (Mr. S. Stubbs).
Some exception has been taken because
the Government Labour Bureau has
sent out instructions to its various
branch offices to protect the immigrant
when he arrives in Western Australia
from being vietimised by those who
should encourage him and his family
to settle in this State. A circular
was sent out and I want to show
that cards have been printed and every
immigrant who arrives in Western Aus-
tralia to-day as an assisted passenger is

supflied with one of these cards3. He

is reminded that farm hands and men
over 20 years of age for clearing land,
according to experience, should receive
25s., 30s., 3.5s., or 40s. a week and
keep, and lads from 14 to 20 years of age,
for farm work, according to experience,
should receive 10s., 12s. 6., l~s., 17s.
6d., and 20s. per week and keep. The
hon. member for Katanning (Mr, A.
E. Piesse) pointed out that this is doing
a great deal of harm to the immigrants,
that it is stopping them from getting
employment. I find during the -year
1912-13 the number of farm hands who
passed through the Labour Bureau and
to whom wages were paid from 25s. to
45s. a week and keep, numbered 1,248
and close on a thousand of those received
from 25s. a week and. upwards. Clearers
for farms were paid from 20s. to 40s.
a week and keep and they numbered
875 persons.

Mr. Munsie:- Another socialisito in.
stitution.

Hon. W. 0. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister) : That brings me to the remarks
of the hon. member who has just sat
down. He stated that contract work
was preferred in the rural districts, but
while men have been employed at fixed
wages, numbering 875. only 171 persons
were employed during that period through
the Government Labour Bureau by con-
tract. It shows, so far as the farmers
themselves are concerned, they prefer
paying wages to having their work
carried out by contract. Lads for farms
at from 10s. to 25s. per week and keep
who were engaged through the Bureau
numberd 370. That shows very clearly
that the schedule of wages set out here
and supplied to the various agents
throughout Western Australia, was only
fair and that it would block any person
from victirnising a new arrival when he
came to the State. We know there are
a number of persons in the State who
are willing and anxidous to obtain new
arrivals at low wages, and I am afraid
the member for Katanning has come
across some of those persona who object
to pay the wages which we hav-e set out.
I have a number of letters here which
have been sent to the Labour Bureau
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and I will read extracts from a few of
them-

Will you kindly supply me with
two new arrivals of good appearance
to learn farming ; wages to start l1N.
per week and board. On no account
send a man unless he has references
showing good records.

Will you kindly send me along
a hand to fallow and plough and work
cultivator; wages 15s. a week and
keep-

Kindly send mue one young man,
must make kimseli generally useful;
strong and healthy; wages 10s. to
15s. a week.
Mr. Munsie: That letter is from

York:
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary

Minister): Here are others-
Will you please send me a young man

for farm work ; he must be strong
and willing, will give him 15s. a week
and keep.

Winl you send me strong young man
for clearing ; I prefer anl inmmigrant ;
experience not necessary. Will give
I s. a week and keep.

Will you send me a man for picking
up sticks and stones off fallowed
land; immigrant preferred. Will
give him lfs, a week.
Aft. Lewis: And live on the sticks.
Hon. W. C, ANOWIN (Honorary

Minister): There are many others-
Please send me one young man,

new arrival, immigrant, must be
healthy and strong, willig-to learn
clearing. Wages 15s.

Please send me a new arrival from
England for farm work; wages 1s.

Will you send mue a farm labourer,
must have a knowledge of horses.
Wages 15.

HRe is the latest.
I notice in the Wesd Australian to-day

that the " Belgie " is due next Wed-
nesday. If you have got a good
strong farm hand to spare please send
me one along. Wages 17s. 6d. a week.

I want to say that before aking persons
to come out from the Old Country to
receive wages such as these I would
prefer to close down on immigration.
I1 maintain that in the rural districts

of England farm hands can get better
wages. Indeed the people of England
would be ashamed to offer a man l~s.
a weak to work on farms, and it is net es-
sary, therefore, in the interests of
immigrants themselves, that a fair
schedule should be set out so that they
should not be victimised.

Mr. Monger: Who are those people ?
Hon. W. C. ANCIWIN (Honorary

Minister): lIam not going to give the
names ; some are in the hon. member's
electorate.

Mr. Monger: I would like those
letters placed on the Table of the House.

Hon. W. C. ANO WIN (Honorary
Minister): You are not going to get
them. During the past year the Govern.
ment have maintained their policy of
rendering that assistance which has been
so much sought and which has been
beneficial to the fatherless children
of the State. No fewer than 432 families

received assistance and the number of
children was 1,352. 1 am rather proud
of this because I am of the opinion that
Parliament cannot do too much in the
way of assisting the children whose
bread winner has passed away, and to
enable them to live comfortable lives.
There is one thing I am also proud of
and that is that the Government have
prevented the Charities Department com-
pelling the mothers to go the State
Children's Court for the purpose of
receiving the assistance that they should
have handed to them voluntarily, and
children are not made State children,
but they are rendered assistance without
having to go within the precincts of
the police court. During the past year
the Medical and Health Department
baa been subjected to a great deal of
criticism. There is no doubt that this
department has at last made a move,
and I want to say that it is not because
the offiers of the department have not
been anridous. in the past to see that
proper provisions were taken to protect
the lives and health of the people, that
they did not move, but it has been
owing to past Governments retarding
their actions and refusing to permit
them to carry out what was necessary
for the protection of the lives of the
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people of the State. -There has been no
department in the whole system of
Covernment in Western Australia toward
which past Governments have been so
parsimonious as to the Medical and
Health Department. When it was neces-
-sary to grind down any department,
then, I am sorry to say, the Government

-always took this department, which
bad the care of the sick and af -
Birtted, the weak and those unable
to look after themselves in the manner
-which others could do, and in every
instance it was the Medical and Health
Department that had to give way when
it was necessary to economise. The
member for Kialgoorlie (Mr. Green)
declared that scarcely anything had been
'done to assist those who are suffering
Irom. tuberculosis.

Mr. Green: No, I did not say that.
:1 congratulated the Government on
having established the sanatorium.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary
Minister): I want to point out that we
have done everything possible to make
provision for the relief of those afflicted
-with thi terrible disease. We have
unfortunately, in the Coolgardie sana-
torium 45 males and 24 females, and we
hiave in Subiaco 37 males and 18 females.
Our sanaitoria to-day aret full, and I
regret to say we have several patients
begging for admittance. I hope that at
an early date, through the go-ahead
-policy of the Minister for Works, we will
hiave the sanatorium at Woorooloc con-
4sructed. and will them be able to pro-
wvide accommodation of a proper class
for all the patients. Dr. Mitchell, the
resident medical officer of the Coolgardie
sanatorium, is now visiting the Old Land,
-and the Government have commissioned
lim to make enquiries in Europe with a
'view to. if possible, bringing out to the
'State the newest and best treatment
-possible for our sufferers. During the
year a notification appeared in the Press
to the effect that a new cure for tuber-
,colosis had been discovered. The Gov-
erment immediately got into touch with
-the Agent General in London and, with
the assistance of the principal Medical
Officer. Dr. Hope, then in England, 'we
were enabled to be the first in any part

of the world outside of London to take
steps to see whether this cure was really
a cure for consunption. We have had
two supplies of serum forwarded to
Western Australia, and the condition. of
of the patients under this treatment to-
day is, I ama informed, such that the
medical gentlemen who are treating those
patients are not yet able to express an
opinion as to whether that treatment will
prove successful. But they inform me
that those patients who have been under
treatment can eat better, they feel better,
sleep better, and show some improve-
ment- And I sin hopeful that the re-
suit of this trial will be some sort of
comfort as; far as the sufferers arte con-
cerned. fluring the year the Health
officers have done their utmost with a
view to purifying the milk supply of
Western Australia.

Mr. Lander: Hear, hear. They have
done good work.

Ron. WV. C. ANCWIN (Honorary
Minister): We do not hear to-day, as we
heard during the admninistration of my
friends opposite, that the milk supply
is in a bad condition. Moreover, the
health officers are endeavouring to pro-
tect the public of Western Australia
from the impositions and frauds placed
upon them in regard to proprietary medi-
cines. I a very much surprised to find
the objection offered to their action in
this direction. Yet, Mr. Speaker, it
should not come as a surprise, because we
know that similar action taken in other
parts of the world has met with the
same opposition. We know there is a
properly organised association to attack
any legislation which interferes with
proprietary medicines in any part of the
world, and we have been told during the
past week that this Government, in their
attempt to protect the people, have
been guilty of what hs been termed in
some sections of the Press a dirty trick.
It has been said that we tried to force
legislation on the people of the State
without first giving Parliament an oppor-
tunity of discussing it. That, of course,
is wrong. I maintain that Parliament,
at the time when we were discussing the
amendment to the Health Act, knew full
well what the new regulations were in-
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tended to carry out ; and the Act itself
shows in clearer words than I could use
what was intended. The Act provides
that regulations should be made for
ordaining that any food or drug shall be
labelled. Our new regulations provide
for that. Then the Act states that the
regulations shall prescribe that ifor-
mation relative to the food or drug haill
be set out on the label. Our regulations
provide for that. The Act goes on to
provide for the framing of regulations
prescribing that any label used in com-
pliance with a requisition of this Act
shall contain informAtion in addition to
that required by this Act ;regulating
generally the wording, printing, size,
colours, and styles of labels to be used
in conformity with any requisition of
this Act or any regulation ; prohibiting
the sale or offering or exposure for sale of
any food or drug, which is not labelled
as prescribed; ranting conditional ex-
emption from any requisition of the
regulations regarding labelling in respect
of any food or drug, and prescribing the
conditions of such exemptions. When
the measure was placed before hon.
members in both houses of Parliaiment
sa explanation was given pointing out
that it was found necessary, and on the
advice of the advisory board appointed
by our friends opposite it was found
necessary that the manufacturers of
proprietary medicines should either
label their packages showing their
contents, or deposit their formulm
mn secrecy with the Commissioner of
Public Health. That is all these regula-
tions have provided, and I am very
pleased to say that at the conference
which was held lately in Melbourne, a
conference representing every State of Aus-
tralia, and comprising men of the highest
ability, men who can speak with a certain
amount of knowledge and experience on
matters of this description, a recom-
mendation was passed that the very
regulation to which objection has been
taken in this State would be adopted by
the whole of the States and the Common-
wealth ws well.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are climbing
down on it now.

Hon. W. C. ANGWJ§N (Honorary
Minister): Isam not: I intend to-night
to give my hon. friends some information
in regard to the drugs that are imported
into Western Australia. It is known that.
in every part of the world to-day, not
only in Western, Australia, there is an
agitation in regard to patent medicines
and drugs. As a matter of fact, re-
strictions are placed on the sale of
patent medicines in almost every country
outside of English-speaking ones. In
France, the restrictions are such that they
cannot sell patent medicines. In Ger-
many, Austria-H1ungary, Italy, Argen-
tine, and other States of South America
the restrictions are similar, and whilst
men connected with the London Cham-
ber of Commerce are objecting to
lodge their formula in this Sate they
are to-asy lodging their formula in
the Argentine. In various states of
South America they are obliged to
lodge their formu]ie before they ar,
allowed to sell their medicines. I might
add that the British Dlominions are far
behind other countries in protecting
the lives and health of their people.
It is asked why we want the formulae
lodged, and why it is necessary to state
the contents on a label. It is necessary
to see, when we request the analyst
of this State to analyse a medicine, that
the ingredients are such as the manu-
facturer declares them to be. It is
necessary also to see that these medicines
do not contain drugs detrimental to the
life and health of the people. And
in every instance where an analyst
analyses a patent medicine and gives
the contents of that medicine, the only
reply he gets from the manufacturers is
that his analysis is not correct. There
is to-day sitting in England a select
comamittee for the express purpose of
dealing with this question. Amongst
those who have given evidence before
the committee is a gentleman of high
qualification by the name of Harrison.
This is the gentleman who did the
analytical work for the British Medical
Association when they prepared their
book called The Secret Remnedies, and
the proprietary medicine owners have
been issuing pamphlets, one or two of
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which I have here, in order to disparage
the work of this gentleman. Here is a
portion of his evidence-

I said that beside worthless in-
gredients they may be made of danger-
ous or harmful ingredients. In that
connection I would mention " Ace-
tanilido " or " Antifebrin," which is
generally regarded now by medical
men as distinctly dangerous. It is
liable to cause collapse, and also
liable to establish a habit, and I
might mention that by the United
States laws it may not enter into any
medicine now without being declared
on the label It is regarded as danger-
*us enough for that. It is the sole
or chief constituent of various powders
and tablets for headache, neuralgia,
and rheumatism. Morphine, a poison-
ous alkaloid, was found in cough
lozenges and eoucth pills without any
declaration on the label of its presence.
Strychnine, another poisonous alkaloid,
was found in medicines for nervous
debility, alcoholism, tobacco habit,
and some othera, in most cases without
any declaration on the label of its
presence. Thyroid gland, or an ex-
tract of the thyroid gland, was found
in several medicines for obesity.
" Loberlia," found in a mixture for
rheumatism, which is described as
consisting of perfectly innocent in-
gredients which combined may be
taken without fear or hesitation.
" Savin," an irritant drug, found to
the, extent, of more than 50 per cent.
in a pill of the class called "female
pillsc." The next point is as regards
the serious diseases for which propri-
etary medicines are put forward, and
the guaranteeing of cures. " Con-
-greve's Elixir " is described as " the
best remedy for consumption, also
for asthma, chronic bronchitis, coughs,
colds, and whooping cough." It is
also stated that "lit has been success-
fully prescribed in consumption cases
-regarded as hopeless by the first
physicians." Of course, I am not
suggesting for a moment at this stage
it does not do all these things ; I
quote this as an example of the serious
'diseases for which these proprietary

medicines arc put forward. " Steven's
Consumption Cure," the maker says,
"I do not say in my advertisements
'consumption can he curedi,' 'con-
suniption is curable,' or any such
evasive remarks, but I say 'I will
guarantee to cure you if you are
consumptive, or return your money
in full.' " "Clark's Blood Mixture,"
the advertisement says, ' It is a
guaranteed cure for all blood diseases.'
'It never fails to cure scrofula, scurvy,

cancerous ulcers, syphilis, piles, rhen-
inatisra, gout, dropsy, and skin dis-
eases of ev.ey description." " Dean's
Pills " are stated "To cure diabetes,
gravel, Bright's disease." " Dodd's
Kidney Pills " is the only remedy that
has cured Bright's disease. " Dia-
betes-Dodd's Kidney Pills will cure
this disease," " Bright's disease, stone
in the bladder, dropsy, eczema, scrofula,
can be speedily cured by Warner's
Safe Cure. " Diabetes, Dill's Dia-
betes Mixture is the only known remedy
for this deadly disease." A series of
preparations called Pacidernia Pre-
parations ; these are put forward as
a " Guaranteed cure for eczema, bad
legs, sore bands, and all skin eruptions."
They are guaranteed efficacious in
every case, no matter what has pre-
viously been tried and failed. An
article made in WVisbech is put forward
as " A cure for cataracts, fihns, white
specks, etc., without operation," " and
is guaranteed the greatest and most
marvellous remedy in the world for
such." There is a very comprehensive
claim, " Whatever you may be suffering
from, do not worry or fear, as Dr.
Martin's miracletts will be certain
to cure you. Levasco applied freely
will cure lumbago or sciatica in one
night, headache cured in a few minutes ;
earache cured in two minutes ; tooth-
ache cured in two minutes. We
guarantee magic foot drafts to cure
any ease of rheumatism." "M'er-
Syren," it is stated, " possesses the
wonderful property of permeating every
part of the organism . . . - its
special healing actions are principally
directed to any part labouring under
diseased or disorded action."
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Mr. Monger: I hope Hansard will
record all this rot.

Hon. W. C. ANGWLN: The evidence
continues--

"Mer-Syren immediately operates
upon any organ or tissue whose
functions may be in any way de-
ranged "-_

Hon. Frank Wilson: Take it as read.
Mr. Monger: Is it necessary for all

this nonsense to be read out to the
House 7

Mr. Lader:. It is not nonsense;
it is the truth and you do not like it.

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member
for York must not interrupt.

Mr. Heitmaun: You battle for these
blood pirates.

Ur Monger: Let us take it as read.
Hon. W. C. ANOWIN: The evidence

goes on-
"Mer-Syren immediately operates on
any organ or tissue whose functions
may he in any way deranged, or
whose structures may be breaking
down in consequence of disease; and
it cures in one dose." An advertise-
meat. from which I will quote an
extract: " There is no guesswork,
no pain, no experimenting, no lying
up, no operation, no relapse, no
failure, no matter how difficult the
case may be, no matter what form
it may have assumed, no matter how
many doctors, specialists or hospitals
may have failed to help you, the
Tremol treatment, the new therapeutic
discovery for bad legs, is certain to
cure you and may save your lif e.".
Mr. M1onger: Mr. Speaker, without

again unnecessarily interrupting may
I suggest that instead of this being read
out, it be given to Hanearci or is the
Honorary Minister going to give us a
lot more of it ?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. Heitinaun: It would be better it
you took some bile beans.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! Order!

Mr. Foley:- Come out and have a lysol.
Mr. Monger: Well, let the Honorary

Minister read us some sense and not all
this piffle. Mr. Speaker, I ask is the
Honorary Mif nister -in order?-

The Premier: You want to try some of
Dr. Morse's Indian root pills.

Hon. W. C. ANGWLN (Honorary Tin-
isler): I hope the hon. member for York
will restrain himself.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The Honor-
ary Minister is speaking and is entitled
to continue.

Mr. Monger: He is not speaking: he is
readingm.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Give this evidence
to the Press.

Hon. W. C. ANTIWIN (Honorary Min-
ister): I want this opportunity to show
what the people of the State have to con-
tend with, and I regret very much that
we find some public men who will assist
in this fraud as it exists in the State to-
day.

The Premier: Hear, hear!
Hon. Frank Wilson: Your colleagues

are divided on it.
Hon. W. C. ANI1GWIf (Honorary Mini-

ister) : The evidence continues--

Wallace's No. 1 specific is recom-
mended for dropsy, insanity, tubercular
diseases, consumption, bronchitis,
asthma, heart, stomach, and liver-
diseases, smallpox, diphtheria, erysip-
els, piles, pleurisy, epilepsy, leucor-
rhmea, squinting, sunstroke, Bright's dis-
ease, diabetes, cataract, and there are,
dozens more, I think, of others.

Mr. Monger: There are none of those
complaints prevailing among members on
this side of the House.

Hon. W. C. ANTGWN (Honorary Min-
ister) : The evidence goes on-

There is ariother of Wallace's
specifies, which is referred to as "the
absolute specific for all or some.
of their phases, for syphilis and'
every form of venereal disease, can-
cer in every form, whether situated
in the stomach, womb, bowels, kidneys.
liver, lungs, breast, brain, throat, tongue,
mouth, nose, or any other part of the
body, deafness, necrosis, hernia, aneur-
isms, confluent smallpox," and so on.
Mr. 'Monger: Nr Speaker, may I ask

if the Honorary Minister is in order in
reading out this peculiar mixture to the
House? Mlay he not be allowed to place
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it on recordl and may we not take it as
read ?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member for
York must not interrupt further. He
must not bring- about farcical proceedings
here.

'Mr. Monger: Give it all then; that will
please the Honorary- Minister's friend-.

Mr. SPEAKER : I have been very tol-
eiant with the member for York so far;
I cannot be tolerant too long.

Mr. Monger: It will please the Honor-
ary Minister's friends.

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : I could read out all additional
number on the same lines.

Mr. Heitmann: The Press will not pub-
lish it.

Hon. AV. C. ANOWIN (Honorary 'Min-
ister) : I do not expect the Press to puib-
fish it.

The Premier: That is why we are put-
ting it into Mansard.

Hon. IV. V. ANOWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : This evidence goes to show that
the action of the officers of the Health
Department is necessary in the interests
of the people of this State. There is a
work which has been compiled entitled
Secret Remedies, and a second volume
has been issued under the title of More
Secret Remedies. Analyses of these vari-
ous compounds have been challenged, and
it has been stated repeatedly in the Press
that the analyses wvere not comet. There
is a Ifr. tUmney, managing director of
Wright, Layman and L'mney, of Southark
Street and Park Street, Southward,' S.'E.'
London, who was the mouthpiece of the
proprietary medicines section of the Lon-
d]on Chamber of Commerce, and when he
was challenging various analytical reports
published in Secret Remedies, he used
these words-

I can state from my own knowledge
that the composition of many of the
articles referred to iii Secret Remedies
is not accurately set out, the inaccuracy
not being- merely trivial hut the mnission
of ingredients of medicinal value. I
know this of my own knowledge of what
the articles contain. I might give many,
but I give one as an example: In
Woodward's gripe water, the most im-
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portent constituent is omitted and those
given are inaccurate.

I have mentioned this one as an example.
The Chairman of that committee, Sir
Henriy Norman, took the opportunity of
sending a p~ortion of Woodward's gripe
water to the Government Analyst in Lon-
don for the purpose of testing whether the
two reports wvould he similar. The analy-
sis shown in Secret Remedies was as fol-
lows:

Sodium Bicarbonate 1.08 parts
This is really common baking soda-

Essential oil (ears-away, dill and per-
haps anise) 0.03; alcohol (by volume)
3.8; sugar, 20.5; water, 74.59: total
100.00

The Government Analyst's report gave
the following results:-

Sodium Bicarbonate, 0.02; eessential
oil (carraway, dill, and perhaps anise),
0.04; alcohol (by weight), 3.35: sugar,
18.37; capsicum extract, traces; water,
76.192; total, 100.00.

I referred this matter to Dr. Atkinson anti
lie states that the specific gravity of al-
cohol is .8. This fact would bring the
figures for alcohol in the above analysis
more nearly into unison.
When that report was presented to the
select committee by the chairman, Sir
Henry Norman, he stated-

I have to say that the committee have
now received the official analysis fromt
the Government laboratory of Wood-
ward's celebrated g~ripe water, which I
will read. The analysis of the samples
gives the following results:-(The fol-
lowing are percentages by weight.)

Then be quoted the figures which I have
just given with the following additions:-

Mineral constitnents.-In addition to
sodium bicarbonate these include small
proportions of salts of magnesium, cal-
cium and potassium, amounting to 0.06
per cent.; these are probably adventi-
tious and due partly to the sugar, and
partly to the water used in compound-
ing the preparation. Essential oils.-
The q~uantity of essential oil is too small
for the chemical discrimination of the
constituents, but judging by its odour it
consists of a mixture of the oils of

3,-;3
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carraway and dill. CapsciUm extract.
-The proportion of cajpsicuml in the
sample corresponds, in our opinion, to
about 0.05 per cent. of the official
tinctare of capsictum. That is signed
by the Government Analyst.
Air. Monger: How long do you want to

keep on with this?
Mr. Heitmiann: Hold your tongue.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary

Minister) :Sir Henry Norman added-
Now it will be recollected that the com-
mittee sent this preparation to be an-
alysed because it was one of those men-
tioned by Mr. Umney in connection with
which he charged the analysis made by
Mr. Harrison and supported by him be-
fore us with inaccuracy. Now, Mr.
Umney, there is the analysis which I
have read, and which I shall be glad
for you to see if you wish, and I ask
you if you desire to make any comment
on that.
Mr. Monger: Take it as read.
Hon. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary

Minister): Air. Uminey's reply was-as fol-
lows:

The only comment I can make is that
it is not more accurate than Mir. Harri-
son's. The particular ingredient has
not heel, found. Certain ingredients
that are not in it have been found, and
I think practically' it is a general con-
firmation of the statement that these
drums cannot he determined readily by
analytical methods.

Regarding the Government Analyst for
Western Australia, I think we can claim
that he is one of the smartest men in Aus-
tralia to-day.

Mr. Mfonger: When are you going to
send him away?

Hon. W. C. ANGWIN' (Honorary
Minister) : And he has informed me that
he himself has analysed several of these
patent medicines, the analyses of which
appeared in the books entitled Secret Re-
medies, and he found the reports in Secret
Remedies correct as regarded the medi-
cines lie himself analy' sed. And, further,
he has used the argument, supposing we
do not get the formula and T analyse the
medicine' It is a matter of impossibility
for me or the Health Department at any
time to bring about conviction for selling

medicine deleterious to the public health,
because the only answer I can get is that
the analysis is incorrect. If the formula
is lodged it is compulsory then for these
Persons not to change the ingredients of
that medicine without notifying the de-
partment, to prevent the possibility that
one lot of medicine might be analysed one
day and one coming in next week might
be quite different. That is the position as
it stands lo-day in connection with these
regulations, which every member of Par-
liament knew were to be issued, as it was
as plain as A B C in the Act that was
carried, and no objection was raised in
this House, The only object the Govern-
ment had in view was the protection of
the people they are appointed at the pre-
sent time to govern. It has been said
that we are playing into the hands of the
doctors and that if we are stopping the
sale of patent medicines the poor muan will
hare to go to the doctor. We have not in
one instance stopped proprietary medi-
cines from coming into Western Australia,
but we do say that the persons who send
their proprietary medicines to Western
Australia should state what the contents
of those medicines are, so that the people
who purchase those medicines should know
that they are not buingim anythingta
will be detrimental to them. There is no
doubt to my mind, so far as the question
of assisting the doctors by the stopping of
patent medicines is concerned, that we will
lessen some of the patients that the doctors
have to-day. What is the position in re-
gard to patent medicines so far as intoxi-
canis or alcoholic liquors are concerned?
There are as many wines or other alcoholic
preparations sold to-day as patent medi-
cines as there are wines in the market.
Claret. which is known as an alcoholic
wvine. has 9 per cent. of alcohol, hock 10
per cent., champagne from 10 to 15 per
cent., sherry 18 per cent., and port 20 per
cent. I have here a list which I could read
consisting of 34 medicinal wines, which
range from 10 to 20 per cent, of alcohol,
and some of them are not named to be
wine at all. As a matter of fact, the
spreading among thle people of these alco-
holic drinks has done as much injury al-
most as hotels have done. There is actual
proof that many drunkards. both men and
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women, have been brought into existeuce
through patent medicines sold to them,
which were not labellWd as alcoholic. I
have quoted some instances outside the
State. I wish for a few moments to deal
with matters that have come under the
notice of our analyst. I have here a re-
port from 'Mr. 'Mann concerning a medi-
cine said to have been brought into exist-
ence by some poor man who was stated
to be a gardener in the employ of the
Emperor of Germany for some time. This
man, we arc told, had found some of the
plants were withering away and, as he
was suffering himself at the time, he came
to think from the effect on the plants that
he might get something to cure him, so
he found out that a certain action took
place in relation to certain diseases in the
plants and he started to take it himself.
and now he sends it over the world as the
curative of almost all known diseases. I
want hon. members to consider the value
of this medicine. Mr. Mann has analysed
it. 'The certificate of analysis shows-

V1aterial: One sample microbe killer.
Pinm whom received and when: Sec-
retary of thi Health Department. 13th
June, 1013- Result of analysis: Sample
consists of water containing 0.42 per
cent, of sulphuric acid with a trace of
sulphurons acid.

We have more then 90 per cent. of water
there and this is the microbe killer sold
to the people of Western Australia, at
4/6 a bottle, to cure almost every known
disease.

MKr. Foley: All it needs is the addition
of a little cyanide.

Hon. W. C. ANOWIN (Honoraryl Min-
ister) : Then there is a preparation called
the "Mnrine'' eye remedy. This is the
letter which was sent to Mr. Dodd, the
Honorary M3inister-

For your information I attach an ex-
tract from the American M1edical Jour-
nal giving some interesting information
about 'Murine Eye Remedy, and its pro-
moters shortly stated that 'Murine Eye
Remedy is one of the numerous nos-
trums whose sale is pushed by skilful
and extravagant advertising. Accord-
ing to the analytical report, the pre
paration is a liquid consisting of 97

per cent. water, 2.6 per vent, of borax
with traces of an astringent. The price
charged is one dollar an ounce. The cost
of the mixture is, according to the an-
alyst, about five cents. per gallon.

This letter shows what we have to contend
with. The Government are frying their
best to protect the people. The question
has been raised of lodging the formula-
Regulation 61 prohibits certain drugs to
be included in medicines, and these drugs
are mentioned in the regulation. There
are 60 or 70 of them, and there is a foot
note to that regulation which covers every
poisonous substance in existence. When
this was brought into force it was thought
necessary that the regulation should he
complied with by the pharmacists in the
State, and Regulation 3 provides as fol-
lows :

This regulation shaU not apply to a
drug dispensed or supplied on a pre-
scription or order signed by a legally
qualified practitioner, or to a mixture
supplied by a registered pharmacist to
a proprietary medicine compounded by
any such pharmacists, provided the for-
mula of such medicine has been de-
posited with the Commissioner of Public
Health.'

That regulation clearly sets out the in-
tention of the committee, at the time, so
I have been informed. Mr. Garner, who
represents F. H. Paulding & Co., and who
is the man who has been fighting these
proprietary medicine regulations very
strongly, and whose patent medicines are
manufactured in Perth, but are not manu-
factured by professional men, was spoken
to on this matter by telephone and he sub-
sequently wrote this letter to the Principal
Medical Officer in Perth-

Confirming our conversation per tele-
phone I have pleasqure in agreeing to the
following clause being included in the
regulations passed by the Food Stand-
ards Committee :-"Clause 3-Or to a,
proprietary medicine compounded by a
pharmacist dInly registered in Western
Australia, always provided that the for-
mula for same he deposited with the
Commissioner of Public Health."

Why should it be necessary for an im-
porter to put a provision such as that
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against a pharmacist registered in West-
ern Australia it the medicine was not
good? But Mr. Garner was taken aback
because the advisory board eventually de-
cided that this regulation should not only
appiy to medicines manufactured in
Western Australia, but to alt, whether
manufactured in Western Australia,
Eastern Australia, or in any other
part of the world. That is where
the objection now comes in. I want
to point oat before I conclude that
it is anticipated there will he no support
for the Government from the Press. We
realise that thle Press are strong oppon-
ents of our action. I read an article on
this waiter the other day-I am not going
to say that it was published in Western
Australia-and I noticed that in 1004 in
the United States of America the patent
medicines organisation there paid during
the year an amount of 8,516.000 dollars,
and out of that, their legislative com-
mittee, the committee which watches legis-
lation throughout the United States, and
protects the interests of the patent medi-
cine proprietors, spent no less a sum than
6,695.000 dollars. Hon. members will
therefore see the amouint that is at stake
to prevent Governments or Parliaments
doing anything that will wipe away these
frauds and protect the lives of the people.
One of the best known patent medicine
makers in America is Dr. Humphreys,
who has said to his fellow-inenihers, of
the Patent Medicine Association-

The 20,000 newspapers of the United
States make more money from adver-
tising thle proprietary medicines than
do the proprietors of the medicines
themselves. Of their receipts one-third
to one-half goes for advertising.

I also learn this from a publication called
The Great American Fraud, by Samuel
Hopkins Adamis-

More than six -years ago Cheney, thle
presiden~t of the National Association
of Patent "Medicine Mfen, estimated the
yearly amount paid to the newspapers
by thie larger patent medicine concerns
at 20 million dollars, more than 1,000
dollars to each daily, weekly. and
-monthly periodical in the United States.

Now I Will- qnote to hon. members Mr.

Cheniey's plan, which was also reported in
this publication-

We have had a good deal of difficulty
in the last few years with the different
legislatures of the different States....
I believe I have a plan whereby we will
have no difficulty whatever with these
people. T have used it in my business
for two years and know it is a practical
thinig. .. .... I, inside of the last two
venars, have made contracts with between
fifteen and sixteen thousand newspapers
and never had hut one man refuse to
sign the contract, and by saying to him
that 1 could not sign a contract without
this 6lause in it he readily signed it.
My point is merely to shift the respon-
sibility. We to-day have thle responsi-
bility on our shoulders-. As you all
know, there is hardly a year but we
have bad a lobbyist in the different
State legislatures-

And I want to inform hot), members that
there has been one in this House to-day.

one year in New York, one year in
New Jersey, and so on. There has been
a constant fear that something would
come tip, so T had this clause in my con-
tract added. This is what T have in
every contract I make. ''Tt is hereby
agreed that should your State, or the
United States Government, pass any
law that would interfere with or restrict
the sale of proprietary medicines, this
contract shall become void." . -In f lie.
State of Illinois a few years ago they
wanted to assess ine three hundred dol-
lars. f thought I had a better plan than
this, so I wrote to about forty papers
and merely said: "Please look at your
contract withl me and take note that if
this law passes you and I must stop
doing businless;, and my contract cease."
The next week even', one of them had
an article, and Yr. -Man had to go....
I read this to Dr. Pierce some days ago,
and lie was very much taken up with it.
I have carried this through, and know
it is a sucecess. I know the papers will
accept it. Here is a thing which costs
uts nothing. We are guaranteed against
the 75.000 dollars Loss for nothing. It
throws thle rcsliolsihditv on thie news-
paper ---- I have my contracts
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printed, and 1 have this p)Iinted in red
type right square across the contract, so
there can be absolutely no mistake, and
the newspaper man cannot say to me,
"I did not see it." He did see it, and
knows what he is doing. It seems to me
it is a point worth every man's atten-
tion. . . . I think this is pretty near
a stare thing.

I am reading this, Mr. Speaker, for one
purpose. I am showing what we have
to lput uip with when we try to introduce
a reform to protect the people of Western
Australia. I am doing this for one pur-
pose. It may be asked, "Even if this
happens in America, what has it to do
with Australia; why not come nearer
home?" But my object in reading this
is to prove that exactly the same condi-
tions exist in Australia to-day as existed
in America at the time this book was
written. Now here is a block showing a
telegram, which is as follows:

Binghamton, New York,. March 10th,
1905.-Spy, Taunton, House Bill 829
discriminating against proprietary medi-
cines passed Lower House. Up in
Senate Monday. Quick work necessary.
Use your influence. (Signed) Willis
Sharpe Kalmer, Adv. Agent.

Hfere is another letter dated Toledo, Ohio.
February 14 . -1905. It is to the publishers
of a certain newspaper, and it reads-

Oentlemen,-Should House Bills Nos.
829, 30, 607, 724, or Senate Bill 165
become laws it will force us to dis-
continue advertising in your States.
Your prompt attention regarding the
Bill we believe would be of mutual
benefit. We would respectfully refer
you to the contract which we hove with
you. Respectfully, Cheney MVedicine
Co.

This was written on the 14th February,
1905. and I wvant bon. members to take
particular notice that it points out that
unless prompt attention is given to the
Bills enumerated "it will force us to dis-
continue advertising in your States." Now
I have here a letter which was forwarded
to me with the intimation that if I wished
to make use of it to forewarn the people
of Western Australia in regard to pro-
prietarv medicines I was at liberty to

do so. This letter is addressed to a coun-
try newspaper, printed and published in
Western Australia. The letter reads as
follows-

Viekery's Chambers, 74 Pitt-street,
Sydney, 23rd January, 1913, Foster,
McLellan and Co., proprietors Doan's
Backache Kidney Fills, Doan's Oint-
ment and Doan's Dinner Pills.

It is scarcely necessary for me to say that
Doan's Backache Kidney Pills are sold at
2s. 9d. a box, bitt I may tell the House
that their value is stated about one half-
penny per box. The letter reads-

Dear Sir,-Enclosed with this we are
sending you a general letter relating to
the new West Australian health regu-
lations. We would ask you to be good
enough to carefully read same, and also
do all you possibly can to have the
regulations so altered that it will still
be possible for us to continue selling
and advertising our goods in your
State. We are, yours faithfully, Foster
McLellan, per P. Britz.

Vou see the coincidence between the two.
Here is the American, and here the Aus-
tralian. I have here a copy of a circular
letter which I intend to read. It proves
conclusively the difficulties which any
medical department, or any professional
gentleman occupying a position in any
medical or health department in any part
of Australia, will have to contend with in
trying to rid this country of the frauds
and nostrums sent here to-day. Addressed
generally to "The newspaper proprietors
of W.A., 1 the circular letter reads as
follows:

A situation of grave concern to the
people and to the Press of the State
has arisen by reason of the gazetting
of lReglation No. 62 under the Health
Act, 1911, making compulsory the
labelling of proprietaries, so as to show
all ingredients and their proportions.
We cannot think it was realised at the
time what the frill effect of the regula-
tion must necessarily be. It is now
apparent that a number of unfortun ate
results are inevitable. 1. The effect of
the law must be (if complied with gen-
erally by the large manufacturers-) to
put on an equality the long-established
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article skilfully combined from selected
ingredients, and the careless compound,
nominally of the same composition, but
put together to trade on the reputation
of thle known article. Instead of pro-
tecting the public, therefore, thle latter
would be led to use the cheap and tin-
certain mixture iii the belie? that they
wecre getting the equial of the established
preparation. 2, The merit of popular
remedies, for instance, is the result in
most cases of distinct skill and know-
ledge in selecting and combining certain
medicinal ingredients. Certainly' there
has thtus been acquired a property in-
terest which would he violated just as
surely' would be the right to, say. a
house if the title deed were annulled
without cause. 3, The drastic regula-
tion referred to is to-day in effect in
no Australian State, nor in New Zea-
land. nor in Great Britain, Canada, or
America. In fact, simlilar legislation
is not onl the hooks of a single English-
speaking country in the world. The
law here is an anomaly, and was mer-
lain-v not desired or asked for by even
one per cent, of the people of the State.
4, We are reliably informed that the
proprietors of practically all the well-
known and largely advertised prepara-
tbons will absolutely abandon the West-
ern Australian market if the law in
question becomes effective. Rather than
accept disaster to their trade in the
more populous States, they' prefer to
withdraw their lines from the market
entirely. The effect will be to deprive
absolutely a large proportion of West
Australian families of household re-
medies of undoubted value. Particu-
larly will the hardship be felt in the
remoter districts. Favourite prepara-
tions will, in the present cheap and con-
venient forms, he wholly unprocurable.
5. Every merchant and storekeeper will
flnd his trade seriously affected, and the
injury to the State as a whole must
ineitably' be very great.

Now this is what I want hon. members to
pay particular attention to-

6, Merny thousands of pounds now
spent with the newspapers in advertis-
ing will be absolutely c1ut off. How

serious must be the consequences in the
ag-gre2tate will be apparent to every
nlewspapjer projprietor ; and such rev-
enule call never 1

,e regained or replaced],
for there will not lie the slightest iii-
ducement to anyone to advertise a pre-
paration wvhich anyone may pirate.
Proprietary advertising will be abso-
lutely dcad. In brief, the Act will not
only fail to protect thme public in the
slightest degree, butl it will p~robably
open the door to a flood of cheap and
carelessly compounded mixtures to be
imposed onl the people as the "same as
so-and-so; lust compare the two
formulae anid see for yourself, et-
cetera." If not rescinded the new regti-
lation will become effective onl 1st May
next and there is little time in which
to take steps to arouse the people, the
members of the Assembly, and the State
Ministry to its serious evils. We wish
to urge, therefore, the importance of
beginning immediately a campaign of
education in your columns. Once the
people of the different constituencies
realise the gravity of the situation, it
is believed they will begin to protest to
their member% in a way which must be
heeded. Members of the Assembly
have generally, we are sure, every wish
to serve their constituents rightly, and
when they realise that their hastily
passed legislation is distinctly opposed
to the interests of the people as a
whole, they will, it is confidently hoped,
take steps to annul the regulations.

There was also the following letter:-
Re the West Australian Health Act

and regulations. Dear sir, Under the
new Health Act lately passed, and
which comes into force on 1st 'May of
this year, it is proposed to make it
compulsory for owners of proprietary
medicines to state clearly on the princi
pal label the exact formula of the in-
gredients used. We consider, if this
law comes into force in its rresent form,
it will be very hard on the public of
W.A., as they will be prevented from
buying practically all the well-known
proprietary medicines which are at
present on sale in that State. This will
be brought about by the fact that if
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the proprietors are compelled to divulge
their trade secrets, we, in common with
most other manufacturers, will at once
withdraw our goods from further sale
in W.A. We cannot understand how,
in a large State like W.A., where thou-
s;ands; of people live far away from
doctors and chemists, and who have to
rely solely on proprietary medicines,
such a drastic law could ever have
been passed. The seriousness of its
results could never have been taken into
consideration. There are many people,
even in the big cities, who use nothing
else but proprietary 'medicines, and
there is not the slightest doubt that they
derive great benefit from them. To
prove this, we might mention that our
sales in W.A. and other parts of the
Commonwealth have been steadily in-
creasing ever since our proprictaries
were first placed on the Australian
market, over fourteen years ago, and
this wonld certainly not he the case if
they did no good. What will the public
gain by knowing the ingredients of any
medicine they have to take? Very few
people would be able to understand
anything about the formula of the
article, and it cannot possibly be more
effective because the ingredients of
which it is composed are stated. The
only protection we, as manufacturers,
have from widespread imitation lies in
the secrecy of our formulas. When
once these are published, worthless
imitations will spring up and, instead
of the public benefiting, they will suffer
considerably. In no other English
speaking country in the world has such
a law been passed, and we feel sure that
the people of W.A. never asked for or
desired such a law. A proprietary
medicine, like other things, sells on its
merits alone: no matter how much you
advertise it, if it is no good it will not
continue to sell. If this law comes into
force, there is a matter that will affect
all the newspaper proprietors of W.A.
to a considerable ex-tent, and that is
advertisinq. You will readily uinder-
s;tand that immediatelyv the well-known

proprietary medicines are withdrawn
from sale in your State, the advertising

of same will cease. This will be a big
loss to you and other newspapers, as
the advertising of proprietary medi-
cines must add very largely to the rev-
enue of a paper. We feel sure you wilt
see, apart from the fact that the new
law is unnecessary and unfair, that it
will be for your interests to do all you
can by personal influence and private
interviews with Ministers of the Crown
and others to have the law amended in
such a way that will prevent the loss to
W.A. of practically the whole of the
proprietary medicine trade. Yours
faithfully, Foster McClellan Co.

That is a circular letter sent to the news-
paper proprietors of Western Australia,
and it must be realised that the opposition
to these regulations is coming entirely
from the newspaper proprietors and the
importers of these medicines. T am pleased
to say, however, that there is one news-
paper in Western Australia that refused
to be led by these bribes and said to me,
"I ame with you in the reform that you
are trying to bring into effect." I have
here also a copy of an advertisement
published in the Australasian Traveller-

We Refuse Them. Important Notice.
This paper will not advertise any medi-
cine (or the proprietors of same)
claiming to cure cancer, consumption,
or other organic disease, diseases of
the nervous system, blood disorders,
female complaints, nervous debility.

It is very pleasing to see that thero aire
some papers which refuse to print these
advertisements. I want to go a ItMP fur-
ther aud point out that, not content with
having- used the Press to try to stop these
reulations;. the persons interested have
thoughlt it necessary to do a hotis-e to
house canvass in the district r represent,
and on the street corners a petition was
presented to the public for ;iinatbire.
I may say that we have no less than 1,120
formulm lodged uinder our regrlatin
and of these 250 have come from outside
the State. But I would recommend my
friends in the country, if they do want
a patent medicine to get the article
manufactured by the local chemist who is
a professional man , and they will he tak-
rn~z something more beneficial than the
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stuff they have to swallow, at present. I
was saying that these ])atent medicine
vendlors went into my electorate and
dragged a petition from door to door, and
here is a letter that was added to that
petition-

These few streets in North Fre-
mantle having obtained signatures from
every house almost wvithouit exception,
and those only on account of absencee
from borne, shows how enthusiasti the
people are against this regulation when
they t-ecognised that wvell-known house-
hold reuiedies will not be obtained. The
whole of Fremantle can he worked, if
ne-vssary. with the people equally en-
thusiastie. but we do not wish to thor-
oiliglilv spoil Mr. Angwin's chance of
re-election as we fully believe that Mr.
Angwin fully believes himself eon-
scientious in trying to impose the ob-
noxious regulation.

One of tile objections which has been
taken is that it will not be possible for
a formula, which has been lodged,
to be kept confidential, but that it
is bound to leak out. We were
told in the usual smoothing way that
the proprietors -would have no fear
of any formula lodged not being- kept
confidential, while the present Govern-
ment were in office. But we were told
that there was a possibility of other
gentlemen getting into flower at some
future dlate, and that the]] there would be
no g-uarantee. Mly answer to these state-
ments has been that I knew very well,
vs far as the Labour party were con-
cerned, that the confidenice -reposed in the
Commissioner would not be divulged, and
T amn satisfied that if hon. members of
the Opposition, or their party, again
comne into possession of the 'Ministerial
benches, any compact entered into by the
present Government would be faithfully
observed. I want to say also that the
;tatement that it is impossible to keep the
formulae confidential is an insult to the
Government officers, and I would point
out that in regardl to explosives sent to
Western Australia. the formiulse has to be
lodged. This is done for the purpose of
enablinir the analysts to see that the com-
_position of the explosives is such that no

alteration can be made at any time wvith-
out the Government officers being notified
of it. This regulation has been found
necessary to facilitate the analysts in
protecting the lives of lpeolple who use
the explosives, and this confidence has
always been kept secure and the formula
have always been kept strictly secret,
and if that can he done in regard to ex-
pllosives it can be done equally in counee-
lion with patent mnedicines. Then again,
we are told that the forinula of patent
mnedicines should not necessarily be
lodged, though at the same time we insist
upon hle composition of manures being
dce-lared to the department. Yet one is
done wilh the object Of prTotecting the
i ves 'if thI e peo Id e. while the other aims a t
protecting merely the pockets of the peo-
ple who cultivate the land. Tf it is neces-
sary in one instance, it is more than neces-
sary iii the other. I ami satisfied that the
olfleers of the Health Department and
the Advisory 'Board have taken a right
step ini framing the regulations as they
hanve donle to ensure that the medicines
sold in Western Australia, and especially
those which are coming into the State
from outside. are such that they can with
a certain amount of assurance be recom-
mended to the people. I want to point
out that the lodging of the formulm does
not guarantee on behalf of the State of
'Western Australia that these medicines
are fit for the people. It is the inten-
lion as time g-oes onl that officers of the
department should analyse these medicines
to see whether they are fit for the people,
and I am satigfied that when this is done
it will be shown clearly that the reason
why some of these manufacturers object
to the lodging of their formula is the fear
of being black-listed later on account of
their having been robbing the people too
long. If their medicines were genuine
there would be no fear on their part in
connection with lodging their formula.
It is well known that their medicines
cannot achieve what they claim to do
as they are not genuine, and consequently
their manufacturers have been defrauding
the people. I regret that the Act does not
go far enough. We have uinder Section
186 the right to give notice in the Govern-
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mnent Gazette as to what these medicines
contain if the Commissioner thinks it
necessary to adopt that course for the
protection of the people. In one or two
instances we have given that information
to the Government Gazette, andl when it
is once published in the Government Gaz-
ette in this way, any newspaper which re-
publishes the particulars is safeguarded
against legal proceedings. Under another
section of the Act we have the right to
call upon any newspaper which publishes
an exaggerated or untruthful statement
in regard to the effect of these supposed
remedies to withdraw any advertisement
likely to be detrimental to the people,
and the Government have already taken
action in this direction. I was asked just
now by the member for Albany (Mr.
Price) and the member for Williams-
Narroada (Mr. E. B. Johnston), what the
people in the country would do without
these remedies.

'Mr. E. B. Johnston : We are afraid
yont are going to hit the standard house-
hold remedies.

Mr. Heitmaunn What does the hon.
member call "standard household re-
medies"?'

Hor. W. C. ANGWIN (Honorary Min-
ister) : The people in the country will be
protected and their lives will be pre-
served by the enforcement of these regu-
lations. I have before me a large adver-
tisement, which anyone can read without
his spectacles, headed: "After baby was
born; mother's terrible ordeal; five doc-
tors fail to give relief; operations prove
a failure; bile beans saved my life, says
a Perth iuother."

Mr. Monger : Have you interviewed
the lady I

Hon. W, C. ANO WIN (Honorary Min-
ister) :Yes, the lady hasbeen interviewed.
Immediately Dr. Atkinson, the Deputy
Commissioner of Public Health, sawv the
advertisement be realised the danger into
which the women in the country were
likely to be led if that advertisement was
allowed to continue. He realised the pos-
sibility of women in the country, where
a doctor was not immediately available,
losing their lives as a result of an ad-
vertisement of that description. Accord-
ing to the advertisement bile beans is held

out as a. supposed cure for septicaemia,
or blood poisoning after childbirth, and it
is a known fact that it is impossible to
cure it except by operation, and a woman
perhaps attended by a maternity nurse
who has not had proper training, after
reading such an advertisement, might, in
the absence of a doctor, buy a bottle or
a box of bile beans, and lose her life
through trusting to this remedy to cure
her. Dr. Atkinson notified the Press that
the advertisement must be discontinued,
and after that notification it did not ap-
pear again. The people of Western Aus-
tralia will need to go a little further and
prevent the use of advertisements of the
nature of those used on the wrappers
around the various packages in which
these remedies are put up. It is necessary
that we should go beyond the Press be-
cause, while the Press advertisements
are bad enough, the advertisements
around some of these packages are noth-
ing but lying statements, and steps should
he taken at an early date to secure, as the
Commissioner is requesting, an amend-
ment of the Act to deal with advertise-
ments of this class. I regret very muclh
that there has been any necessity for me
to refer to this matter in tile manner I
have done, but I know from the advice
of the officers of the department and
from the advice of the Advisory
Board as appointed by the leader of
the Opposition when he was in office
that they have given this matter a good
deal of consideration, and have weighed
it from every point of view, and they
have come to one conclusion and one con-
elusion onily, that in the best interests of
Western Australia the formulas of patent
or proprietary medicines should be lodged
with the Government. Whether an at-
tempt will he made in another place to
wipe these regulations out or not, I can-
not say, but this I do want to say that
if they are wiped out then it will be an
indication that the influence of the Press
is of more importance than the lives and
health of the people of this State.

On motion by Mr. E. B. Johnston, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 1,2 o'clock (midnight).-


